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The SPEAKER tookt the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-RALWAY MATTERS.
Murchison Stock Trains.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How many special stock trains
were run from Meekatharra to Miugenew,
Northam, Midland Junction, and Fremantle
respectively during year ended 30rth Septem-
ber, 1923? 2, What was the average time
occupied in transit to each place during the
same period? 3, How many trucks of stock
were attached to ''mixed,'' including passen-
ger trains, from Meekatharra to Northami
Midland Junction, and Fremantle respec-
tively during same period?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, To Miagenew, nil; to Northam, 2;
to Midland Junction, 5; to Fremantle, 5.
2. To Northam, 372/ hours; to Mtidland Junc-
tion, 41Y4 hours; to Fremantle, 433 hours.
3l To Northam, equal 108 4-wheeled wagons;
to Midland Junction, equal 394 4-wheeled
wagons; to Fremnantle, equal 42 4-wheeled
wagons.

Collie Coal Contract.
Hon. P. COLLIER asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, Is it a fact that the Government
have recently made a contract with the Amal-
gamated Collieries Company of W.A. for
supplies of coal to the Railway Department?
2, If so, what are the terms, conditions, and
date of such contract?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, Copy of agreement is avail-
able for the hon. member's perusal.

QUESTI[ON-MENTAL HOSPITAL.

Mr. J1. THOMSON (without notice) asked
the Premier: Will he, before deciding upon
a site for the mental hospital, submit the
different proposals to the House? If not,'will he provide time on a Government busi-
ness day for the matter to be discussed?

The PREMIER replied: The House will
be asked to pass a vote on the Estimates for
this work and that Will afford the opportunity
the hon. member desires.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-24.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 16th October ; Mr.

Stubbs in the Chair.

Votes-Edscation, £571,802; Mini.ster for
Justice, £86,677-agreed to.

The flepartment of North-West (Hon. J.
Ewing, Minister); the Minister for Agricul-
ture (Hoa. H. K. Maley) in charge of the
vootes.

Vote-Department of the North-West,
W84,915:

Hon. W. 0. ANOWIN (North-East Pro-
mantle) [4.35)]: I think some information
should be given as to how the Government in-
tend to develop the North-West.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. K. Meley-Greenough) [4.36]:
One of the most important industries of the
North-West will be considered under a sep-
arate vote-I refer to the Wyndbami Meat
Works-and therefore I shall not deal with it
now. Members should know what is being
done regarding an industry that we hope will
play an important part in the development of
the North-West, mnely cotton growing. I
regret that a better exhibit of locally grown
cotton was not made at the recent show.
Special provision had been made in the agri-
cultural hail to stage examples of cotton
grown in the North-West last season, but un-
fortunately the exhibits we had collected did
not arrive at Fremantle until alter the con-
clusion of the show. We have received a
parcel of approximately 3 tons of cotton, and
it will be seat Home to be properly ginned
and then displayed at the Empire Exhibition.
Through the good offices of the Director of
Agriculture in Queensland, we have engaged
a tropical agricultural adviser (Mr. Wise),
whose duty it Will be to advise growers upon
all questions of cultivation. When he arrived
we arranged for him to meet members repre-
senting the North-West in order that they
might discuss North-West conditions with
him, and the Director of Agriculture took him
to the experimental farm at Merredin in
order that he might get a grip of the methods
of agriculture adopted in this State. The
new officer has been placed under the Director
of Agriculture and not under the Department
of the North-West, because we do not want
a repetition of the experience of last year.
In essentials there is no difference between
the growing of cotton and the growing of
wheat. I was one that helped to demonstrate
wheat could be grown at Bruce Rock, and
Bruce Rock is now one of our best wheat
districts. To successfully produce wheat or
cotton, proper methods of cultivation must
be adopted. Therefore Mr. Wise is beginning
his work by obtaining a thorough apprecia-
dion of our methods of cultivation and of the
conditions prevailing in the North-West.
Then, if it is possible to locate a sufficient
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area of land near to one of the existing ports
-and it should be possible-we propose to
aefinitely establish growing on a scale that
will Wrarrant the installation of a ginning
plant. We must secure an area capable of
producing sufficient cotton to keep a mill fully
occupied. The position in this respect will be
just the same as when' starting a butter fac-
tory in the South-West; it is of no use start-
ing the factory until there are sufficient cows
to keep the factory supplied with cream. It
would be useless to start growing cotton at
widely separated spots. It has been sug-
gested cotton should he grown at Millstream.
Violet Valley and other places not provided
with facilities to convey the product to a port.
Our object is to secure a sufficient area for
a definite settlement that will justify the in-
stallation of the necessary machinery and
thus enable the industry to be put oa a com-
mercial basis. Thus, a definite attempt is
being made to establish cotton growing in
the North-West. It would be a fine thing
for the State if a sufficient nrea of suitable
laud could be obtained at Wyndham, because
the cotton growers would be able to furnish
sufficient ordinary labour to operate the meat
works during the killing season. I confidently
predict that after the tropical agricultural
expert has settled down and has bad his plans
reviewed by the Director of Agriculture, we
shall be able to put on surveyors to definitely
map out a suitable area of land, near to a
port I hope, and start cotton growing on a
commercial seale. We have had a remark-
ably good season nll through the 'North-West
and the State generally. In the main, the
vote for this department is materially the
same as it was last year. T subamit the vote to
the Committee, hoping that my explanation
concerning our attempt to definitely start the
cotton industryv on proper lines will be ac-
cepted. Members may perhaps overlook the
fact that we did not make a better display
in our cotton exhibit at the Royal 'Show, eon-
cerning which some local comment has been
made.

Mr. TEESDALE (Roebourue) [4.461: 1
have nothing new to say concerning this vote.
We are a very peaceful community in the
Nocrth. We hare very few grievance-s, and
hare not given the Government much trouble
since the Estimates were last before Parlia-
ment. There are one or two matters upon
which members representing northern con-
stituencies inight commetnt. Although the
member for Ouildford (M.%r. Davies) had
rather a short sojourn in the North-West hie
made certain serious reflections upon the State
Shipping Service. I take execption to thenm.
Ho reflected upon the cattle accommodation
on these hosts. On the "Bambra" anti the
"Kangaroo'' we have as good rattle accom-
modation as is afforded on any other b oat on
the coast. We have had very few losses in
comparison with other lines, and have a Very
fair record. On every trip the greatest care
and attention are paid to the comfort of
the cattle, when the exigencies of the trip

will allow of this. The trips are rather rough
at times, and the cattle as well as the passen-
gers have to take their chance of this, The,
management of these boats do their best to
secure comifort for both passengers and cattle.
Members representing the North heard a
good deal from their electors concerning the
suggestion to take the boats off the coast,
We also knlow of the startling telegrams that
were senat when it n-as thought this would be
done. At tlhe risk of Offending Some Of MY
constituents I must say I think it would be
better if they showed their names more often
en the pqssenger lists of the State steamers
instead of continually criticising these boats.
If they want their memibers to fight for the
retention of' these vessels, let them back up
their wishes by travelling on the steamers
occasionally. People may get a little more
attention on the ether boats and hare a little
more deck space. When, however, we con-
sider the importance of retaining these boats
on the coast, people should be prepared to
put up with a little discomfort in order to
secure this.

Mr. Mfarshall: Which boat are YOU speak-
ng ofI

Mr. TEElSDALE: The "'Bambra."
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member will

have an opportunity of dealing with State
steamers when we come to the State trad-
ing coneerns.

Mr. TEESDALE: Have we not the same
license on this vote as other members have on
other votes?

The CfArIMAN: Ye;, when there is no
other mnethod of dealing with items that mem-
bers arc bringing forword. The proper time
to deal with State steamers is upon the State
Trading Concerns Estimates.

Mr. TEESDALE: The Singapore boats
have a certain claim upon the trade along
the coast. They opened it up in the first
place, and gave the people certain facilities
for trade with Eastern markets. They also
did a lot towards opening up the wool in-
dustry.

M.%r. Marshall: You do not suggest they did
this from a philanthropic point of view.

Mr. TEDALE: They got fair payment
for their services. I do ask a little considera-
tion for the State steatmers, because these arc
required on the coast just as well as the
Singapore boats. There is quite sufficient
trade for both lines. It would, however, be
better if some of the local residents divided
their customn between the two lines, and placed
their names on the passenger lists of the
State steamers more often than they do. One
miember representing a N.orth-West cons~titul-
ency is particularly hostile towards the State
steamers. At one time he was instrumental
in practically ousting the manager, who was
doing his best to nmake the service a success.
lit is rather bad tas-te on his part to adopt
this attitude towards the service. I do niot
know the cause of his antagonism. The Gov-
ernment narc rather inconsistent in respect to
their tourist trips to the 'North-West. If
they can give reduced fares for this nurpose.
they can also give them to the residents of
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the North. When a man takes one of these
trips, it is a good indication that be is in
fair financial circumstances, and that he would
be well able to pay the full fare. If the Gov-
ernment are able to give cheap fares in this
way, they should be able to give them to the
station hands and their wives, who would
be only too glad to take a trip south at the
rates that are now granted to tourists. I
know there is a 25 per cent, reduction for
married women. No section of the community
is more grateful to the Mitchell ministry than
the North-West people who have been able
to take advantage of this fine reduction. It
has enabled numbers of women to come south
for a few weeks; they would otherwise have
been unable to make the trip. There are also
many single men in the north who lhave not
had a trip south for many years. It would be
a fine thing if the Government could give
them reduced fares. If any consideration of
this kind is to he given by the Government it
should be given to those people who are not
in a position to pay the full fare. The tour-
ists should he made to pay in full. They do
not intend to settle in. the north, and their
trips are made merely out of curiosity. They
do very little good either to the trade or the
interests of the North.

'Mr. 'Marshall: The trips do harm, because
when people see the North they will not go
near it again.

Mr. TEESDALE- I was much struck by
the splendid concessions given to fruit-
growers. This serves as a remarkable illus-
tration of the way the North is left in the
cold. A man may send a casa of fruit from
Fremantle to Leonora by rail for Is. 6d. If
hie wants to send a ea'se up North, to the
fruit starved kiddies there, he has to pay 5s.

The Minister for Agriculture: That in a
reduction of 100 per cent.

Mr. TEESDALE: There is a big difference
between Is. 6d. and 5s. The Government
could well have, gone out of their way to
consider the needs of these children for a
mouthful of fruit and a change of diet, and
could have made the rate Is. 6d. for the
North-West instead of giving it on the rail-
ways.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are not
grateful enough for the 100 per cent. reduc-
tion.

-Mr. TEESDALE: It is a 50 per
cent. reduction. I congratulate the Gov-
erunment on their work upon the Beadon
Point jetty. This constitutes one of the fin-
est Memorials to the 'Mitchell Government.
Should they ever have to retire from office-
and I hope that day is a long way off-they
will at all events leave something behind
them to which the people of the North can
look with gratitude. This jetty is possibly
the finest work of its kind in the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Munsie: The town of Onslow will
have to be shifted round.

Mr. TE2ESDA.LE: The people from the
East who have been over here cannot fiad
anything in their States equal to this. I
am proud that the Mitchell Government

have carried out this work, and that I had
something to do with it. For the next 10
or 16 years it will save a tremendous ex-
pense to the country, inasmuch as the coat
of maintaining the jetty will be practically
nil. We all know the tremendous cost of
keeping up the jetties in the North, and the
loss that has occurfed every year in this
direction. The teredo, which has been
causing all this expense, will find it diffi-
cult to tackle the concrete piers of the
Beadon Point jetty.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: What kind of deck-
ing has it?

Mr. TEESDALE: It is nil concrete with
the exception that from the 96th bay the
decking will he of wood and there will be
wooden carriers.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: There will be some-
thing to burn.

Mr. TEESDALE: It would not cost much
to replace it.

The Premier. It is not in Fremantle.
Mr. TEESDALE: If there is any burning

done in the North it is due to an act of God.
Mr. M1unsie: There will be an extra ex-

pense in the upkeep of the tramline.
Mr. TEESDALE: There will be a depth

of 24ft. of water alongside the jetty at low
springs. This means that a vessel will be
able to come alongside and load wool direct
for London. This will be a fine thing. I
congratulate the Mines Department on hav-
ing sent a prospecting party to make an
investigation of the country between Roe-
bourne and Onslow, where very little money
has been spent since I have been in the
House. There has been a good deal of talk,
both here and in the Press, regarding the
tremeadous trade that could he dome be-
tween the North-West and Eastern coun-
tries. I ant not too sure about that trade.
As long as 20 years ago I tackled the horse
export trade to Singapore and took over a
shipment. I was in good circumstances at
the time, and had splendid facilities for
catering for the market, However, I was
forced to the conclusion that a very small
shipment amply supplied the wants of the
market, and I found the financial results not
very satisfactory. Then it occurred to me
that the Java market might prove more
satisfactory, and I took a shipment of cows
there. Unfortunately E ran op against
cattle importations front the Eastern States,
and our class of cow scarcely stood the test
when put alongside milker calves that were
hand-fed for a few months before shipment.
The Eastern States shippers had a plan for
keeping the calves away from the cows for
about two days before sending them to
auction. My little heifers did not show
up very satisfactorily. I do not believe
the markets of those Eastern countries are
likely to prove of much value except to
a dealer who takes up not more than 20 or
30 head of cows per month. During my stay
in Singapore I was interested to read in the
local Press of a discussion in the Straits
Settlements Parliament as to the success of
stock shipments from Western Australia. It
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was rather a surprise to me to gather that
during the last year in which the shipments
had operated, there bad been a loss of 50,000
dollars to the Singapore Government. Cer-
tainly, the Minister concerned claimed to
have saved the Singapore consumers 300,000
dollars. Still, the Government were not
too well satisfied with the results of
the venture, and the local Parliament
was discussing a motion which recom-
mended the Government to stop the business
altogether as soon as ever they were clear
of their obligations to the Western Aus-
tralian Government. Very little honour and
glory has resulted from the operations of
our GovernmnlCt in that connection. T
think we would be well advised to leave
that trade to those who previously attended
to it so satisfactorily. I am quite aware
that what our Government did was to facili-
tate the purchase of stock here for tho
Straits Settlements, and that they simply
acted as agents for the Government of that
nountry. However, there are agents on the
coast able to do the work satisfactorily
without any Government assistance.

The Minister for Agriculture; It is a very
difficult business to handle.

Mr. TEESDALE: That is so. The whole
subject of trade with the East has been
considerably exaggerated. Still, I am sure
the Straits Settlements Government thor-
oughly appreciate the help given by our Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Agriculture: The motion
you refer to was put up by interested
parties.

Afr. TEESDALE: The European residents
of Singapore are few in number and particu-
larly critical in their tastes. I do not think
-we shalt do any considerable trade with
that market except as regards fruit, meat,
flour, and timber. I may add biscuits and
jam. Outside those articles we are not
likely to do much. Our people here should
make a point of supplying those commodi-
ties to the Singapore market in good con-
dition and with regularity. Moreover, our
exporters should defer to the particular wants
and peculiar conditions of the Singapore
market. There has been a good deal of
complaint as to slipshod packing, and even
as to labelling. The Singapore people buy
the stuff, and it should be supplied to thenm
put up as they want it. I come now to a
matter I have very much at heart-cotton
growing. It is generally believed that as
regards Western Australia cotton1 growing
has died a violent death. I assert that it
was never more alive than it is now. Never
since cotton growing was first mooted here,
has the position been more satisfactory than
it is to-day. As mentioned by the Minister
for Agriculture, we have -a very good
man in Mri. Wise, who comes from
Queensland, the country that knows some-
thing about the business of cotton grow-
ing, the country where cotton is grown
successfully. I feel sure that Mr. Wise will
make a good job of his investigations in the
North. He has gone there to classify the

country. I feel sure also that Mr. Wise would
agree with a report made in 1906 by an officer
of the Education Department, a Mr. Cowper,
a fine report an the possibilities of growing
cotton in Western Australia. The report is
especially remarkable as showing that so far
back as 1906 great interest was taken in
cotton growing and tropical agriculture in
the North. In this connection the map which
I now hold in my hand was compiled in 1908
by Mr. W. E. Fitzgerald, F.S.Sc., London.
On the top of the map Mr. Fitzgerald placed
a statement that in our North there are
1,020,000 acres of land suitable for raising
cotton and other tropical products. The
Agricultural Department sent Mr. Fitzgerald
to the North, and the areas coloured green on
this map were en-marked ais far back as
1908 for cotton growing. I may add that I
was very much struck with the exhaustive
way in which Mr. Fitzgerald did his work.
He travelled throughout the North, doing two-
thirds of the distance on foot owing to his
horses failing him. Mr. Cowper 's report
states-

The farmer would find no greater expen-
diture in time, labour, and cost in cotton
growing than in wheat growing, and much
better assurance of a profitable return for
his outlay. In the face of these facts, to-
gether with a favourable climatic condition
we possess in the North-West, it is simply
absurd to proclaim cotton growing an im-
possibility without cheap coloured labour.

I want that last remark particularly noted.
I myself would more readily pick an acre
of cotton than lift a quarter-acre of pota-
toes, and for women and children the
former occupation is no more laborious
than hop piching in Xent. For more than
three years I carried out experiments in the
neighbourhood. of Geraldton, where I
cropped a few acres of virgin land with
seed chicily from the Sea Islands and West
Indies. Climate, soil, and other natural
advantages were desirable, but unexpected
accidents destroyed the financial success of
my efforts. The first season's plantation
was swept bare by a dry tempest of three
days' duration. Another season a very un-
Usual rainfall, with cold winds, occurred,
several inches being compressed within
three weeks. The sum total of my experi-
nments rested in the first few surviving
plants I had nourished. From them I ob-
tained a beautiful sample of fine, long-
stapled, silky lint-a sufficient proof that
cotton can he profitably cultivated in many
parts of this State which are not liable to
accidents uch .asi the strong southerly
winds which begin in the region of Chame-
pion Bay in September and last till April.
A settler in Carnarvon was more successful,
and obtained good results from a five-acre
plantation.

This will be Interesting to the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo).

The country par excellence in this great
State for establishing cotton plantations
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and tobacco growing is the North-West and
the Kimaberleys, and that long stretch of
land on the Ninety Mile Beach.

Sonmc members will recollect that upon first
entering this House I advocated that the Gov-
ernment should try a smnall experimental plot
of cotton on the Ninety Mile Beach. I sought
the approval of the Aborigines Department
at that time for the utilising of the services
of a number of natives of the class termed
indigent, who were being supplied with rations
by the Government. I asked the department
to permit the employment of those old chaps
in carrying half a kerosene tin full of water
twice a day to the experimental plot. Un- r
fortunately I was blocked by the department
on the ground that 'What I proposed would
amount to working indigent natives. I con-
sider that it would have been a very good
thing for these natives to take a little exer-
cise instead of loafing in the camp all day,
getting all sorts of stomach troubles that in-
volve the Government in medical expense. I
may add that the Ninety Mile Beach is prac-
tically a desert as regards cropping. How-
ever, the Aborigines Department ruled me out
of order. So tar hack as 1906 Mr. Cowper
agreed that tbat country is par excellence
the country for growing cotton. His report
concludes-

There is, indeed, no limit to the vast pos-
sibilitics in wvealth production which we
possess in the great wastes of the tropical
North if we can only once begin the real
task of their natural development.

r would be very pleased to ineet Mr. Cowper;
it w-as a calamity when he left the Agricul-
tural Depar'tmlent. I suppose he was retired
because he had reached the age limit, but
lie must have been a first-class manl. I wish
we had some other officials who would go into
matters as did Mr. Cowrper, who walked hull-
dreds; of miles to carry out his inspection,
wrote a splendid, interesting report, and made
statements lie was prepared to stand by, see-
ing that they could be easily proved or dis-
proved. Apparently in writing his report lie
knew he had nothing to fear. With every
reason, I ask: What has the Agricultural De-
partment done during the 1.5 years sinceMr
Cowper reported on this matter, compared
with what 'Mr. Cowpcr himself did in those
days? I am pleased to know that the depart-
int is doing something now. I never say in

this Chamber wvhat I do not say outside, for
I endeavour never to hide myself behind the
License afforded members of Parliament. t
say definitely that I am sorry the Agricul-
tural Department has taken charge of cotton
growing in the North-West. While I recognise
that in the Director of Agriculture, -Mr. Sit-
ton, we have a splendid officer, who, possibly,
is in the first rank regarding wheat produc-
tion, he has no experience regarding cotton
cultivation, nor does he lav claim to possess it,

The 'Minister for Agriculture: He has more
experience in the underlying principles of cul-,
tivation, which is the essential factor at the
moment, than anyone else in the State. In

addition, the Agricultural Department has not
taken charge of it, and cotton growing will be
conducted on its own basis.

M1r. TEESDALE: I am sorry it is neces-
sary for at man to discuss soil values relating
to the North-West, without going North. No
one can sit in his office and discuss North-
WVest soil values unless he goes there.

The Minister for Agriculture: He is going
there.

Mrl. TEESDALE: I hope, when Mr. Sut-
ton goes there, we will find him a little nmore
enthusiastic than he is at the present time.
Perhaps I cannot expect anything else in the
circum stances.

The Minister for Agriculture: All he ,'ill
do will be to supervise cultivation methods.
He will not worry about anything else.

Mr. TEESDALE: Mr. Sutton's experience
and qualifications relate to the growing of
wheat, and not cotton. I cannot look for his
enthusiastic support of, and sympathy with,
failures in the North, for hie has not the in-
tirests of the cotton crop at heart.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is non-
sense to say that.

.r. TE-ESDALE: Mr. Sutton's time is
fully occupied at the Agricultural Department
in Perth. I do not want him to send sme
cadet up North who will he armed with a little
brief authority and who, after ten minutes'
acqua itmice with that part of the State and
cottoni growiiig, will condemn, alter and upset
mnatters. We already have a capable man in
file North. I would like the Agricultural De-
partient to leave the responsibility in his
hands for 12 months or a couple of years and
let him stand or fall by the results. If lie
makes a su!Zgestion that certain areas are suit-
able for (otton growing and then the land
proves unsuitable, he must expect to go back
to Queensland, because in tlhnse circumstances
lie shall have to admit failure. I nun de-
lighted to know- that that officer is there, and
I await the presentation of his report with
great interest. Munch has been said regard-
ig the impossibility of growing cotton south
of Broome, without irrigation. Would it be
n very serious matter if we were to indulge
in, a little irrigation schemie south of Broome
Would it be such a very wonderful thing if we
were to conduct some small, inexpensive ex-
pieriments with water, to see what the land
will do? The rynts of India and the heathen
of Egypt, people from wvhore we do not ex-
i'eet to see signs of any particular enterprise
or intelligence, have ma~naged to make use of
water and grow crops, the products of which
are actively sought by the Old Country. If
it is Pos'dible for thoseo peoplhe to seure re-
sults, is it too much to suggest that in our
great Australia we can do something along
these lines?

The 'Minister for Agriculture: Why not try
to grow erops u-here there is a natuiral sum-
mer rainfall, and experiment with irrigation
in other parts Inter on?

Mr. TEESDALE: It is possile that ex-
periments can be carried out with irrigation
methods at the same time that we are trying
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to grow cotton in parts 'where irrigation is not
required. I have a few extracts to read re-
Jating to Mr. Jones, the Queensland cotton ex-
pert. The Government made no mistake when
they asked Mr. Jones to come here and report
upon the possibilities of cotton growing in
Western Australia. In every instance, men
who were with him when he maile his state-
meats, and when he examined the country,
admit that every statement he made has been
fully borne out by results. Mr. Jones had
very little to do with the proposal to establish
cotton growing in Derby. f have been asked
frequently by people why I permitted returned
soldiers to be settled on the land at Derby.
I have been asked why, if I knew what
was to be expected there, I allowed the
cotton experiments to be started at that
centre. I had nothing whatever to do
with it. I did not know it was proposed
to start the Derby scheme until I saw a
reference to certain soldiers being selected
to go North for that purpose. If I had had
my way, I would not have selected returned
soldiers to engagrin the experiments. I woumcs
not send returned soldiers to the North un-
less they were accustomed to the tropics. That
part of the State is no place for returned sol-
diers. There is too much isolation and loneli-
ness associated with the life to admit or re-
turned Soldiers being sent there. Those men
must be settled in communities u-here they
will have some interests andi some pleasures,
such as we cannot expedt to afford up North.

Ifwe are to try out these new industries, it
miust be recognised train the outset that
those 'who participate must face isolntion tind
realise that they will cut themselves off from
their fellow creatures for monthas at a time.
For that reason I would. not dream of sending
rEturned soldiers to participate in these ex-
periments. Had we sent men North who had
been ac-ustomied to the hardships and isolation
contingent upon life there, we might have
had] a different result at Derby.

The Minister for Agriculture: They could
not get the best results under the worst con-
ditions.

Mr. TEESDALE: In one of his state-
ments 'Mr. Jones said: -

With the assistance of irrigation, your
country will possibly rival aea my own
country in many forms of tropical culture,
particularly in producing cotton of a high
quality.

He has always recognised, because of certain
samples I have sent him, that we cant grow
cotton in the "North-West of a quality that
cannot be beaten by the producet of any of
the Queensland cotton fields, It is interesting
to know that those samples were grown with-
out irri-ation. Although that is so, I will
not cease my advocacy of the application of
irrigationi to cotton-growing up North, be-
cause I believe inexpensive tests should he
carried out to see what ran be done with it.
Mr. Jones further said:-

Here we have had much the same ex-
perience as the Derby settlers had, In our
dry western districts wre failed to start

a cotton crop, duo to the absence of a
spring rain. The ratoened cotton stood to
us--not a crop failed. Those expert gen-
tlemen, eminent in their own circle, are
useless in connection with teaching Aus-
tralians what their land will grow. I have
to do the cotton judging at the Royal Show
next week. I wanted the association to
put on new experts to take some of the
cotton judging, but they said they pre-
ferred me to do the whole of it.

That is a splendid testimony to the Mitchell
Oovernment's decision. If Mr. Jones could
be selected as a judge in connection with the
Royal Agricultural Show in Queensland, it
shows that this man is indeed a prophet in
his own country. That being so, I am glad
he was the nian we selected to visit Western
Australia to start the industry here. Mr.
Jones goes on to say-

The ratoon farmers are taking steps to
erect their own co-operative ginneries, and
are taxing themselves with a fighting fund
to elaborate the scheme and fight the oppo-
nents of ratoening.

It has just occurred to these growers that a
huge monopoly has been granted in Queens-
land, that may re-act seriously, like a boomer-
an g, upon the cotton growers!

Mr. Heron: Something like the sandalwood
business here.

M-Nr. TEESDALE: It is far worse. The
growers intend to take this action in their
own interests so as to get out of the hands
of the octopus, They intend to gin their own
cotton, and to get the full value for their
labour. As to returned soldier settlements,
Mr. Jones had the following to say:-

Nearly all the soldier settlement schemes
under the Repatriation. Department are just
''duds.'' All have ignominously failed.
ooldiers have left in scores and the homes
are going to vwuste with the two exceptions
of cotton and sugar ventures.

It is particularly interesting to us to know
that two industries alone stand out in Queens-
land as having been successful--cotton and
sugar. I do not know that wre can grow
sugar in the North, but I believe we shall he
able to grow tobacco. Some years ago I
brought back somne of the finest seed I could
procure in Ireland, anti distributed a few
packets throughout Western Australia. Sub-
sequently I got some splendid reports from
growers. It was a wonderful success, but the
whole thing fizzled out. I do not know why it
did so. In Western Australia we manage to
arouse interest and enthusiasm to a certain
point, but unless an earthquake or something
else extraordinary is experienced, everything
seems to flb dc out. Is it because the depart-
ment does not encourage officials to go into
these matters thoroughly, and get into touch
with people who are growing tobacco and
other crops? Is it because the officials are
not encouraged to get into touch with people
who will buy our tobacco lcafl Is it because
they are without information regarding the
cu ring of the leaf? What is it that kills our
industries, no matter how successful tbey are
up to a certain stage? These are problems
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I cannot Gnawer. The seed I lprocured was
of a splendid quality. At the George IV.
Mission to-day, tobacco is being grown, the
leaf roiled, and the product given to the
natives for smoking purposes, instead of the
mission having to pay 7s. or Ss. for imported
leaf. I have received a letter from the super-
intendent praising the quality of the tobacco
leaf and saying that he wisned they knew
how to treat the tobacco plant for mianufac-
ture, as it would save thema considerable ex-
pense. Why cannot the Agricnltnral Depart-
nicut establish small experimental plots at the
different ports from Carnarvon to Wyndham
to ascertain what can be done with cotton
and tobaccosI If one man were placed in
charge of each of these plots, and the experi-
ments were carried out, the cost would not
be much. Would any hion, member take ex-
ception to the North-West Department spend-
ing a little money on tests such as T7 suggest?
Those experiments would enable renresentn-
tives of N1orth and North-West constituencies
to say whether or not the cultivation of these
products will be successful. Instead of wear-
ing this subject threadbare year after year,
these tests could be conducted at a cost of
£2,000 or £3,000 at the outside, and we would
then, if failure resulted, be told that the
experiments had been tried and had failed,
and therefore- we should confine ourselves to
cattle and sheep for the future. Even if we
reached that point, it would be something.
- .orth-West members wilt never be blocked in
their advocacy of tropical agriculture until
we have satisfactory proof regarding
the capabilities of the country. Until we get
that, we will not stop harassing the Gov-ern-
ment, who should agree to the expenditure of
some money to finance these experiments.
Mr. and Mrs. 'Sawdon selected some lind At
Udialla Springs on the Fitzroy River and
induced three young fellows to go with them.
Unfortunately they took up a block that was
a good deal too large. I have alwvays advo-
cated small blocks for tests and so, too, has
Mr. Jones. It would have been better if
those people had taken uap a couple of
hundred acres instead of an area of 2 ,000
or 3,000 acres. However, they cleared and
fenced 50 acres of land and, getting every-
thing ready, waited for the seeding season.
But the three young fellows, growing tired of
the loneliness and monotony of the life, turned
it down and left the poor old couple up there.
That old couple, I am glad to say, arc likely
to make a success of it. They know the bus-
iness, having had experience in Queensland.
Judeying by the result of their ineighbour's ex-
periments, I am sure they will make good.
They now have the whole of the ground ready
for seeding, and the department sent them
400 lbs. of seed by the last boat- When the
couple last wrote to me they said the neigh-
hour's bushes were loaded with bolls and
flowers and looked well. They have also ex-
perimental plots of peanuts, rock melons and
other vegetables growing in profnsion. They
say there is a splendid chance of success in
growi ng peanuts.

Mr. Angelo: That is my job.

Mir. TEESDALE: Well, I hope the hon.
member will write to that couple, telling
them that he is interested in their experi-
ments, and hoping that they may prove sac-
cesaful. It is satisfac-tory to know that we
have people like them up North battling
against a lot of disadvantages, with the de-
termination to make good. I have to thank
the M'%inister for Agriculture for the compli-
mentary remarks he made during my absence,
hot I would have been better pleased if he
had omitted those remarks and given the true
pJosition in respect of the germination of the
differeat seeds that were planted last season.
I am sure he was not intentionally guilty of
rnisrelresentation. He may have been wvrong-
fully advised, but he certainly made a grave
mistake in respect of the seed. planted in the
Nr~rth. He also mentioned that the depart-
mient had established experimental plots in
th.' 6outh- West division from Northampton
to klhaay, and said he was sorry that all
except one were failures. J must take ex-
ception to that statement. It many not be
within the knowledge of the department, but
I know of several very satisfactory cotton
plots in that division.

The Minister for Agriculture: I was re-
ferring to the department's experiments.

Mr. TEESD)ALE: Certainly I take excep-
tion to the treatment of the teat plot at the
Merredin farm. I cannot imagine what they
were thinking about to put cotton into heavy
chncolate soil with a lot of stable manure,
andI water it regularly. We do not want any
pat-plant crops, for they afford no criterion
as to the commercial growing of cotton.

The Minister for Agriculture: But that was
not done.

Mr. TEESDALE: I do not want for the
cotton any watering or any stable manure,
because it will grow without those aids. The
'Minister also said that a satisfactory lot of
cotton grown at Coolgardie had been grown
under the department 's supervision

The Mtinister for Agriculture: Where did
you get that? We had nothing to do with the
Coolgardie plot.

'Mr. TEESOALE: I am quoting the Min-
ister correctly. Being very much surprised
to learn that this cotton had been grown un-
der the supervision of the department, I
wired to Mr. Glasson, at Coolgardie, asking if
it were so- In reply I got this telegram-

Department of Agriculture absolutely
nothing to do with it. Letter following.
The Minister for Agriculture: And that is

quito correct.
Mr. TEESDALE: 1 ain glad to hear that,

but certainly the Minister is reported in
"Hansard'' as having said the crop was

grown under the supervision of the depart-
ment. I should like to read a letter from the
secretary of the ''Cotton Farmer,'' a pub-
lication with a big circulation in Queensland,
for it beats out my statement regarding cer-
tain imported experts that put a blight en the
cotton industry in this State for a time, but
only for a time. This is the letter:-

An article from your pen which appeared
in the Perth "Sunday Times" has been
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reproduced in the "Morning Bulletin''
here, and it occurs to us that some of the
views expressed by the ''Cotton Farmer''
on the subject of imported experts may be
of interest to you. We are therefore for-
warding to you under separate cover the
third and fourth issues of that paper, from
which you will note that we fear the same
fate for the cotton industry in Queensland
as appears to have overtaken it in your
State as the result of intcrference by im-
ported know-alls who know nothing what-
ever about Australian conditions.

I am sorry to have to contradict the Minister
for Agriculture in respect of Col. Evans's
Indian experience. The Minister read ninny
testimonials from certain institutions and
Governments, extolling Col. Evans's exper-
ience. In pitofact, Cel. Evans is a wheat
and cereal man. He has had no cotton ex-
perience in India, indeed, none at all with the
exception of what he had for a month or two
in the Old Country prior to taking up the
position in Queensland.

The Minister for Agriculture: Yet be was
appointed to that Queensland position!I

Mr. TEESDALE:- There is not a single
word about cotton in any of the testimonials
read out by the Minister. Col. Evans's
special services in Mesopotamia were rendered
when he was in charge of the Labour Corps.
If he be a specialist at all, he is a specialist
in Potatoes. In India lie was known as
''Potato Evans." By that name is he known
to hundreds of miltary men who were in the
same distrb-t with him. I do not wish to de-
tract from his qualifications, apart from cot-
ton. It is a fine thing to he a good judge
of potatoes, but I will not have Col. Evans as
a cotton expert.

Mr. Lambert:- He was never in the cotton
areas in India.

Mr. TEESDALE: Certainly he has had no
practical experience of cotton. The ref er-
ece to his being placed on the staff of the
Cotton Growers' Association in England car-
ries no weight whatever; for at that time, so
urgent was the call for men alleged to know
anything at all about cotton, that any mant
who had lived in a cotton district, could talk
cotton at all, and had any sort of appearance,
stood an excellent chance of being put on.
Had I been in England at that time, I should
certainly have tried to secure an appointment.

Mr. Lanmbert: Ink Northampton once you
were mistaken for an expert.

Mr. TEESDALE- Numbers of the Cotton
Growers' Association's officials sent out had
no experience whatever of cotton culture.
Their experience was confined entirely to mill
treatment, buying and classing.

The Minister for Agriculture: Then what
recommendation had Goi. Evans, that the
Queensland Government should have engaged
himI

Mr. TEESDAL2E: There was nothing what-
ever to justify Col. Evans in the sensational
statements he made, resulting in a drastic
setback to the cotton industry in this State.
Within 24 hours after his report came down

here, scare headlines Were published in the
English Press quoting this great Lancashire
expert, whose report had utterly damned a
excellent chance of forming two important
companies to grow cotton on a large scale in
the North-West. I am sure all hon. members
deplore that v-cry unwise statement made by
Col. Evans. Probably he thought he had to
do something striking to justify his trip up
North. Whatever his idea may have been,
unfortunately his sensational statement was
cabled to London, and so brought about the
collapse of the cotton industry in Western
Australia for a time at least.

The 'Minister for Agriculture- Evans is a
capable man; I don 't care what you say.

Mr. TEESDALE: It was a positively
rotten action at that time. There were two
companies just on the point of deciding to
put £50,000 into the industry in Western Aus-
tralia when I received a cable to say that
everything had been cancelled. You can
imagine what I said about this Lancashire
expert. I would like to have had five minutes
with Col. Evans to ask him to justify the
statement he had made. As he made a, tre-
mendous mouthful of this particular pest that
be found up there, I shall read to the Rouse
what he said after be had returned to Queens-
land and had discussed the matter with ex-
perts there. He found then that he had to come
off his perch somewhat; he had to adapt the
scare headlines for which he was responsible
to something a little more reasonable. I ask
members to be a little lenient with me while
I rend this extract. It is not often that I
Worry the House with an harangue on things
northern, but this is the life-blood of the
North-West-settlement, and we cannot bring
about the settlement we desire to have up
there unless we can show that we can produce
crops of tobacco, sugar, cotton, etc. I wish
to show the construction that Col. Evans put
on the boll weevil when he visited Darwin.
His opinion of it was very different from
what he had held when he came across this
little pest in the North-West of our State.
He says--

The boll weevil is confined to America, and
we have every hope of keeping him there.
Cotton all over the 'world has its pests, and
some of these are found in the Northern
Territory, chief of which is the pink boill
worm, a email pink-coloured grub which
bores holes in the bolts. This peat occurs
in the territory in Queensland and in most
parts of the world, but is not considered a
serious pest.

Damn him! Why did he say it Was serious
in Western Australia? Why did ho say it
was positive hell so far as this State was
conzerned and then go to Port Darwin and
declare that it was not serious?

Mr. Marshall: He must have read the re-
marks made about him by the 'member for
Pilbara.

Mr. TEESDALE:- It was not fair; it was
the positive finish of everything There could
have been no other result after the scare head-
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lngs in London. It was the end of the in-
dustry.

Mr. Durack: He did not say it was serious
here.

MT. TEESDALE. Oh, did he not? Let
me repeat what he said in the Territory-

This pest occurs in the Territory, in
Queensland and in most parts of the world,
but is not considered a serious pest.

There is a lovely admission to make after
maying what he did here. Then he goes on-

It was combated-
He not only says it was not serious in Dar-
win, but he gives the plain -and simple method
of combating it-

It was combated by uprooting the plants as
soon after picking as possible, and burning
them off.I

There is the solution of this fearful visitation,
if we had it, and I do not admit that we have
it. We have an inoffensive little worm that
has been in the hibiscus up there for donkey's
years. It has also lived on lettuce and has
never proved itself to be anything very seri-
ous. It certainly never poisoned. the lettuce.
'When Mr. Dan Jones saw it in the cotton
plants at Broomie, he said, ''It is only our old
friend again; we have any number of them
in Queensland.I' 'Mr. Jones did not go off his
bead and send telegrams all over the place
to say that this was the finish. He declared
that there would be plenty for the weevil
and plenty for us. This little chap has
what he wants from the plant and leaves
the remainder for the grower. 'Mr. Jones
could have said, "This is the end; I am
sorryv to see it." But what he did declare
was that it was not serious. T am pleased
to notice that Colonel Evans later on had
some misgivings about his wonderful know-
ledge of cotton cultivation. He had a "big
think" about it and when he got to Darwin
had this to say-

Methods of cultivation are really a mat-
ter for experiment, and it is extremely
hard for me, with my very superficial
knowledge-

I wish he had admitted while in Western
Australia that he had only a superficial
knowledge of the business, for then the
statements he made would have been con-
siderably discounted. It was only at Dar-
win that he claimed to have a superficial
knowled~re of local conditions. Ile goes on-

of local conditions to lay down any hard
and fast recommnendations on this point
with regard to the Territnry. I believe,
however, that the experience we have
gained in Queensland may prove of assist-
ance to intending growers here.

That is very different from what he had to
say after his visit to Western Australia.
If he h-d only spoken lilke that on returning
f rom the North, I would have been glad to
meet him and to welcome him. But it was
never his intention to let us down lightly.
Some two months after his return to Queens-
land he must have discussed the matter
with 'Mr. Dan Jones and the two or three
American experts who were there, and they

must have said to him, ''Don't you go nap
on this, old fellow; just have a bit to come
and go upon.'' Then when he got to Dar-
win he allowed himself something to come
and go upon. He there told the people that
he had only a superficial knowledge of local
conditions and in consequence of that it was
difficult for him to lay down bard and fast
rules. The ''Cotton Parmer," published in
Queensland, said in its account of the Derby
test-

The reported discovery by Mr. Evans
of boll worm near Broome, appears to have
caused consternation in certain quarters.

The news was flashed everywhere. The
Queensland people are solidly with us; there
is nothing antagonistic on their part and
they are only too willing to help us. They
have given us advice and the Queensland
Department of Agriculture went out of its
way to secure for us the service s of the
best man it was possible to get. The re-
ported discovery of the boll worm amused
them very much. They nere surprised in
Queensland to find that we had tied our-
selves in a knot merely because this wonder-
ful discovery had been made. The "Cotton
Farmer" goes on to say-

According to a Press report the discovery
of the boll wormi has led the Director of
the British Cotton Association to urge
the destruction of all cotton plants at
Broome and the prohibition of cotton
growing within 50 miles.

'What impudence on his part! That associa-
tion never helped Queensland to establish
its Cotton industry, but because these poor
little boll worms were having a bit of a feed
at the Derby plantation, the whola of the
cotton plants were to be destroyed, and
cotton. growing prohibited within an area
of 50 miles. The "Cotton Fanner" goes on
to saly-

The particular specics of boll worm is not
mentioned in the report, but it is prob-
ably the larva of the moth celechia
gossypiella which is very destructive, but
of little moment in the present case. This
little worm is well known and established
in both Queensl and and the Northern
Territory.

The name sounds like someone swearing.
The Press of Queensland were jibing at
our conqiternntion. They were positively
amused at it. They declare that it is very
destructive, but of little moment, and also
tell us that it is established in Queensland
and in the Northern Territory. What then
is the value of the marvellous discovery
made by Colonel Evans 7) Later be had to
justify his position for having said some-
thing sensational, and he made the state-
ment atributed to him at Darwin. 'Now we
have it emphasised that there is nothing to
fear from this worm which exists in all the
backyards of Queensland. The Queensland
Journal I have quoted ridicules our fears
and tells the pnblic that in spite of the
worm they can still grow cotton. The posi-
tion was positively dominated by the
Cotton Association. That body caused
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great agitation on the part of farmers who
have ratooned for the last 40 years and
obtained the best results. I was thunder-
struck when I learned that the Director of
Agriculture and the Minister for Agricul-
ture thought so seriously about the boll
wormn, while they were at a conference in
Melbourne, as to send a telegram to West-
ern Australia advising that the growth of
cotton at Derby be destroyed.

lion. WV. C. Aagwin: Where are all your
colleagues? They appear to have -no interest
in what you are saying about cotton.

Mr. TEESDALE: There is the solid Coun-
try Party for you I There is the spring
onion crowd. The solitary representative
on the cross benches is ''Dad.'' I call
attention to the fact that the Leader Of
the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition and others of his party were
in Broome at the particular time when that
message came through. There was only one
opinion held of the suggested drastic treat-
ment which would have had the effect of turn-
ing a splendid crop of cotton into a state of
complete destruction. It was as healthy
and as good a crop as anyone could have
wished to see.

I-on. P. Collier: You urged that we
should form ourselves into a guard to de-
fend that crop.

Mr. TEESDALE: If it had not been for
the Leader of the Opposition having had to
pay heavily for talking about guns on one
occasion, he and I would have made some
reference to guns on that day. We sym-
patliised with the growers and told them
it would be a positive scandal if the depart-
ment went on with their proposal. I was
delighted to learn afterwards that the Min-
ister for Agriculture on his way back to the
State considered that the action he con-
templated was a bit too strong, and that he
had decided to gkve the crop a little more
time to see what would happen. It was
satisfactory to know that he countermanded
the order. Eventually we bad from that
plantation a nice bale of cotton that the
Leader and the deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sitien inspected and passed.

lion. P. Collier: They were actually about
to march on that crop when we were there.

Mr. TEESDALE: I wish to deal with a
statement made by the member for Pilbara.
(Mr. 'Underwood) that Col. Evans declared
that wrong seed had been used. Let me tell
the House that no seed was ever selected
with, greater car-e than the particular
seed that was brought here from Queens-
land. It was selected by Mr. Dan Jones
who had every possible help from the
Agricultural Department of that State.
We were assured that if any bag of seed
clean and free from pest ever left the depart-
ment, it was the seed placed at our disposal.
The seed was selected by the Secretary for
Agriculture on the advice of Mr. Jones, late
adviser under the Pest Diseases Act. It was
guaranteed to have been treated by a most
exhai'stive chemical process, consisting of
spreading the seed 4in. deep on a floor and

subjecting it to very strong chemical treat-
ment. I forget the name of the chemical
used, but so potent is it that one cannot eater
the building while the treatment is taking
place. The department's seed, mentioned by
the Minister for Agriculture, was never
ordered by that department. It was sent
over here from a public ginnery by the Cot-
ton Growers' Association. A representative
of the department waited upon me and asked
if I was expecting any seed, because they had
been advised of the arrival of a big parcel
and had not ordered any. I was asked to
take it over but I refused, not knowing
'&hether the seed had been fumtigated. I had
troubles enough of moy own. I bought my
seed from the Qneensland Department of

- griculture, but the seed received by our
Department of Agriculture came from a pub-

lic ginnery after having been collected from
all parts of Queensland. It had not been sub-
jected to any treatiment because no import-
ance was attached to any of the pest diseases.
I hope the Minister will pardon me for dir-
ecting special attention to this fact. I much
regret his statement as to germination. I
challenge any grower to deny that, out of the
considerable quantity of seed I sent, a ger-
mination of 85 per cent. was obtained. We
have had wonderful results; letters have been
received stating that the germination was as
high as 90 per cent. That was extremely
satisfactory, and I take great exception to
the statement of Colonel Evans that the pro-
per seed "-as not used. What did that man
know about the seed! It came from Queens-
land, a country he had never been in, and he
knew nothing of the treatment to which it
had been subjected. Yet he dared to say that
the wrong seed had been used. That seed
has produced sonic of the finest crops pos-
sible. The sample shown, in the corridor of
this House a fortnight ago was described by
M1r. Jones as being as good as any he had
seen in his career. It was exhibited at the
recent Show, but I felt very cross when I
found such a paltry display of cotton there.
I have since discussed the matter with the
"Minister, and I fully believe that nothing
further could have been done. It was un-
fortunate that the parcel despatched from
the Northi-West f or exhibition at the Show
was not received in time. Had it arrived in
time, it would have aroused a great deal of
interest amongst visitors to the Show. I do
not mind the loss of time. -'We in the North
have waited many years, and we can wait yet
another season in order to get this industry
put on a first-class basis.

Mr. 3Tunsie: See that you keep tbe experts
away next year, particularly the imported
experts.

Mr. TEF3P)ALE:. The Broome, Derby, and
Wy5ndhamn plots supply the best answer to
"'e Minister's charges of non-germiniation.
The three tons of cotton grown at Wyndham
is all from my seed, with the exception of
about 4civt. grown ffom Durango seed sup-
Plied by the Queensland Government direct
by Overhen and Co. 'May I mention that 1
supplied my seed at half price; I wanted to
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see cotton grown, and we have had the satis-
faction that it was grown under commercial
conditions without artificial watering and with
very little natural watering. We shall be able
to do much better when we strike an average
rainfall.

Mr. Lanmbert: It is 6ft. high at North
Fremnantle.

Mr. TEESDALE: Yes, very good results
hare been obtained at North Fremantle also.
I must refer to the Derby experiments. The
Le~ader of the Opposition, together with other
members of his party, and I saw it for our-
selves and were quite satisfied it was of good
healthy growth. True it was a bit stunted
but that was accounted for by the extra-
ordinary season and the fact that the seed
was sown late. The failure there was in a
large measure due to the inexperience of the
man in charge of the operations. I do not
wrish to reflect in any way upon the foreman.
Mr. Mudge is a very good official, but he has1
any amount of work to do and could not be
expected to run out seven or eight miles to
attend to the many and varied wants of the
returned soldiers. Some of the soldiers were
a little unreasonable and hard to get on with,
and Mr. Mudge had a lot of trouble with his
own work. It was not fair to leave the sol-
diers in his charge. Restrictions of that
kind must have a detrimental effect on any
experiment. The department made a mistake
in sending married men to Derby. I took
great exception to nmarried men being sent
there to experiment in a new industry in the
name of the State. A man undertaking such
work should be free to devote the whole of
his time to it; he should hare no distractions
as regards domestic matters. For a start he
should not have to rush about to find accom-
modation for his wife and family. Af ter
getting a little refreshment, he wants to be
able to hop on to his horse and get to work.
Hie cannot reasonably expect to he able to
visit the township two or three times a week
to see how his wife is getting on. He ought
to ha there to give the bulk of his time to
tie job. When be has built up something
solid, certain and satisfactory and can see his
way clear to put up a nice comfortable shack,
it is timie enough to take the wife up there.
It is no plnce for a woman while the house is
heing built, especially if there is any heavy
rain. The country is pretty boggy, and to
have to paddle through the muck is enough
to break any woman's heart. If a woman
were not too strong, -she nilght easily get
bogged 50 yards from the humpy. Of course
no hunipies had been provided, whereas ne-
comntodation should hare been made avail-
able before the women and children were sent
up. When the tests were pronounced a fail-
ure, expenses began to mount up. It meant
£2 10s. or £E3 a week by way of hotel ex:-
penses for the wife and family. All this
tended to make the position unsatisfac-
tory. I was surprised to find some
of the men were not content with the
knowvledge that the Government had done
their level best to establish them in a good in-
dustry, but were ungrateful enough to ask to

be brought back to Perth firbt-class in the
steamer. I had quite a little altercation on the
Derby jetty with a disappointed cotton grower
because the Department wanted him to travel
down secoad-class. Ife was a lucky man to
hare a Government to send him up there
second-class and bring him down second-class,
after having been given a good chance, at
no expense to him self, to establish a home
and make something for himself. There was
no occasion for him to growl about being
brought hack second-class. When I first went
up North, I was quite content to travel second-
class and as a member of Parliament I have
travelled second-class. I would just as soon
travel second as first; the tucker is quite as
good. Seine of the men that were sent up
were the wrong sort. They saw the North-
Wecst and had a nice holiday. Certain blocks
showed that the holders of them had not done
too much toil and that sonic of the men were
unreasonable. I hope they will read the re-
port of my remarks. Expensive transport and
other things all tended to make the experi-
ment more costly than it should have been. 1
do not wish to blame anyone for that; every-
body did his best. The North-West Depart-
ment got this crowd of mn together, sup-
plied the necessary tools and equipmnent, and
arranged their passages North in a very ex-
peditious mannier, and I do not want the
wrong man to be blamed. I do not know that
blame is attachable to any particular indi-
rid usl. As a whole the experiment was mud-
died up. A man should have been put in
charge of the party with authority to say,
''You must do so and so; if not get back to
the jetty. I ala bossing this lot. It is not a
quest ion of what you like or dislike. You
must turn up to work at 8 o'clock and do a
fair day's yaclter or get hack to Perth." The
unfortunate official in charge of the jetty
could not adopt the air of a proprietor. The
in would not have stood it. It should have

bee!,n explained to them that they were going
North in charge of a man authorised by the
Department to take charge and that they
must make up their minds to do a fair thing
as directed by him, or stay in Perth. That was
not done. Consequently, a Rood deal of loss re-
sulted. The unseemly rush back to Perth was
unfortunate and 4 xeeedigly ill-advised. Had
I b~cn in the North at the time, I feel sure 1
could have induced some of these men to
dodge about the country a bit in the hope ot
getting a job, to strap on ''Matilda" and do
a little per boot, send their wires to Perth,
if they liked, but not to chuck the lob because
a little thing had gone wrong. When I humped
my swag to Pilbara, I did not chuck the field
because I did not get gold in the first
week-

M1r. -Marshall. You would not have been in
Par!liament.

Mr. TEESDALE: O~h, that is one of the
failures of coming away from there.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.810 pin.

'Mr. TEESD ALE: Before tea I was deal-
ing with certain experts who bad lately come
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from the Old Country to investigate the pos-
sibilities of cotton growing in the vanous
States. I have here an extract from the
"Evening News" of Rockhampton, which is
in the centre of the principal cottonfields of
Queensland. I shall not inflict all this extract
upon the Commnittee, but I want to show I have
some outside confirmation of the statements
I have made. There are extraordinary dis-
crepancies between the various statements
that have been made in the Eastern States,
and I want to convince mev~bers that I have
the support of a paper like the ''Evening
News.'' This is an article published on 17th
August last, and it is headed "'Australia still
an uncertain quantity.'' The article states:-

There is always a certain amount of
amusement to be extracted from the ipse
dixit of British cotton authorities on the
cotton possibilities of Australia. They are
all so very cautious and so careful to hang
a string on to anything they may say re-
garding the future of cotton in the Com-
monwvealth. They hail with delight the
slightest increase in the production of coun-
trica such as Africa or Asia. They are al-
ways favourable to the expenditure of
money in these cheap labour countries and
each and all of them is quite convinced that
the Emnpire will in the end be dependent on
these countries for its supply of raw cotton.

That vindicates nll I have Maid when I have
practically charged them with trying to block
the growing of cotton in Australia unless cer-
tain authorities or institutions have the sole
control of it. Western Australia is the only
State in the Commonwealth where the colossus,
that, is getting hold of the country by the
throat in Queensland and strangling it to death,
does not operate. It may be impudent for an
outsider like myself to make this remark, hut
I say the time will come when the
Queensland Government will curse the d ay
that they allowed this monopoly to
get them by the throat as the as-
sociation has got them to-day. Even the
small men, who have great difficulty in find-

ing the funds with which to fight their own
battles, are coming forward splendidly with
their subscriptions and are taxing themselves
to their utmost capacity. They propose to
erect their own ginneries, and treat their
own cotton, and get the full product of their
labour. They know .that an unfair de-
duction is being made, and that profits have
been taken from them unjustly. I recognise
what the Theodore Government tried to do
for the cotton industry in Queensland, but
in their anxiety to give the growers every
facility and to help the industry along at a
rapid rnte, and to grasp the opportunity of
the present high prices of cotton, they were
completely taken in by the Plausible dtate-
ments of an onted Labour Premier. This
gentleman was nothing more than that. He
was a man for whom his- own Party had hut
little time, lHe had, however, brains enongh
to see that there was money in the cotton bus-
iness. In company with a man who had been
mana'iog for a typewriter cemnany he went
to London and Lancashire and iateriewed

fioaneial magnates there. He told them such
a plausible tale about' the future of cotton
growing in Australia that he got the backing
he wanted. In the few weeks he spent in Eng-
land he was able to acquire a small amount
of experience, but sufficient to rut up a splen-
did case to Mr. Theodore. If the Premier
of Queensland could say what wvas in his in-
most heart he would regret having given this
man and his associate the standing they now
have. They are taking the cotton seed from the
growers and paying what they like for it.
They are charging thenm a halfpenny a lb. for
their own seed, and are keeping al[ the by-
products. The association have erected two
mills in Queensland for the extraction of oil
from the seed, these mills running into
£66,000. All credit is due to these people for
investing their money in that State and giv-
ig employment there, but they ought to re-
member the men who provide them with the
rotten seed, and should be fair to them.
There is no cou-ntry except Australia that can
produce cotton for the second or third year
from the one seed. I have taken a great
interest in this matter, and have exhausted
every means of obtaining information upon
it. The association will make tremendous
profits out of the by-products of the seed they
ore taking from the farmers, seed that they
are only returning to them spaiingly and
grudgingly for a stated acreage, to be planted
the next season. The association are mnaking
too much out of the linting. Not content with
making a splendid profit out of the by-pro-
ducts, which has given them a magnificent in-
terest upon their money in the first year, they
are going still further. Whoever heard of a
new industry giving such a rattling good pro-
fit in the first year? When the assucintion get
their oil extraction mills going, and several
other by-products from the seed, what pro-
fits will they be getting? The unfortunate
farmers arc tied into knots. They arc com-
pelled to supply all their seed cotton to the
monopoly.

Mr. Davies, Cannot they be treed by the
Government?

Mr. TEESDALE: The agreement has been
nmade to cover a certain period. The (isv-
erment have a certain amount of diffidence
in making a straight-out explanation of what
has been done. The Ag-ricultural Committee,
an institution appointed by the Government,
bus already had £E20,000 of Government
money, but is now fully seized of the import-
ance of the cotton growers attending to their
own business. There is nothing extraordina~ry
about this. Two years ago I told the Rouse
there was nothing wonderful about cotton lint-
ing and the extraction of oil from cotton
seed. Any sensible man could get a good idea
of this liating process after a couple of hours
spent in any ginnery. A man without any,
practieal experience of ginning cotton, and
with very little commercial experience, was put
in charge of the Rockhmampton gin aery at a
good salary. His brother-in-law was placed in
charge of the operations in another State, and
another one is in charge of the Brisbane head
office. I do not want to throw mud at any-
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body, but I say there is a -nice little thing
rigged up here. I do not want the Govern-
mnent ot Western Australia, when the indus-
try assumes some importance in this State
and shows signs of solidity, to overlook the
happenings is Queensland. They should watch
the slightest attempt on the part of the mon-
opoly to tolerate here. That monopoly has
nobbled every other State but, this one. Every
other State is completely under its control. If
we had khown more satisfactory results here
in the first year, it would have been in this
State bdy now. The association seat their re-
presentatives here to see how the land lay.
They came to the coaclusion that the Agricul-
tural Department was not satisfied about
things; they dlid not think the old galoot that
went fti here and returned with a lot of
suggestions was any aceount in Western
Australia, and they went away again satisfied
that nothing would be done. If we make a
success of the industry here they will en-
deavour to tie up the Government us they have
done in the case of other Overnments.

-Mr. Lambert: A speech like that on the
sandalwood monopoly would have been very
good.

Mr. TEESDALE. The "Evening News"
says--

They are always favourable to the ex-
renditure of money in these cheap coun-
trieg.

That is where they have their chief interests.
They must be careful not to tread on the toes
of the Lancashire people. It is to Lancashire
they owe their being. One of them was
dragged out of political obscurity, and an -
other out of a typewriter business into a posi-
tion of prominence. They moust see that they
do not offend their employers or they w-ill
again lapse into obscurity.

lion. W. C. Angwin: One of them was a
political aLxeat in England before that.

The Premier: He was a very good man.
Mr. TEESDALE: The article continues-

With all di's deference to any claims
there gentlemen may have to be classed as
authorities on cotton, this paper begs to
differ from them and their predictions re-
garding the future of cotton in Australia.
By way of a start, it is interesting to take
last year's, production in Queen-land and
compare it with the production elsewhere.

They are always detracting from the possi-
bilities of Australian-grown cotton. A man
in Lancashire said recently that, so far
as Australia is concerned, one must admit
that op to now there are no great signs of
its ever being an important comnetitor.
Did he refer to Australia as being a
competitor with nigger-grown cotton? Are
they afraid of our competing with their
huge obligations in Asiatic countries? Why
do0 they not speak less grudgingly and more
hopefully so far as cotton growing in Aus-
tralia is concerned? They always belittle
us. They are convinced that the Empire will
be dependent upon Asiatic countries for its
supply of raw cotton. The newpaper article
continues--

The total quantity ginned last year was
3,779,000 lbs. Up to the 6th instant the
quantity ginned this year amounted to
10,775,862 lbs., with a fair amount still to
be handled.

That is an indication of our progress. We
may not be making terrific strides such as
are being made in countries where capital can
be obtained to any extent that may be desired.
Queensland has its troubles. It is very much
on all-fours with this State. It has a tre-
mendous lot of difficulties to contend with,
and suffers from shortage of money, just as
we do. It is a splendid thing that the pro-
duction should have jumnped from 3,779,000
lbs. to 10,775,000 lbs. in one year, and to
know that a fair amount of cotton still re-
mains to be handled. The "Evening News"
says--

When all is said and done, the quantity
ginned this season will be about three times
last year's quantity. The same rate of in-
crease next year will bring the quantity to
forty million pounds, hut we ean rest as-
sured that next year's crop will be very
considerably in excess of forty million
pounds. In Central Queensland the cotton
ginned this year will be six million pounds,
which is nearly double the total production
of last year.

So much for the Lancashire prophecy that
Australia will never be of any material con-
sequence in the world's supply of cotton I 1
must now proceed to back up a remark I
made earlier in my speech with regard to
the work going on in our own State and
the satisfactory nature of the present posi-
tion. Admitted that we have nothing
brilliant to report, yet the steady prooeress
in the North is most gratifying. It 1s
a splendid indication that cotton is 'not
yet dead in the West, as one tuppeny
editor in Broomne wrote in his rag--"Death
of Cotton in the West."I I wish to draw at-
tention to one or two ventures in the North
of which no one in the South hears anything.
It is only a fanatic like myself the people
concerned will write to; they write to me in
the hope of getting back encouraging replies.
I appreciate their difficulties and their isola-
tion, and I trust that in another 12 months
I shall be able to give the House satisfactory
news concerning them. .Of course there is
alwayvs the general election to be borne in
mind, but when I speak of what I am going
to do in the future, it is always subject to the
proviso that I shall remain here. One case I
have particularly in mind is that of four re-
turned soldiers now growing cotton no Sir
Graham Moore Island. It is a big island, and
contains a good deal of alluvial ground. I
wish there were some gold on the island, so
that these young fellows could get on with-
out having to bother the Premier for
sustenance. I thank the Premier sjn-crey
for a little assistance I got from him
the other day for these hors. Although it
merely represents bare tucker, they are quite
satisfied. They wrote to me asking that I
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should try to secure them the right to experi-
ment in cotton growing on the island.
Through the kindness of the Premier and the
Lands Department, they were enabled to take
up the inland. They already have about four
acres of cotton planted. When they wrote to
me, the cotton was looking splendid, with
any number of boils and good subsantial
growth. They lauded on the island in Feb-
ruary last, and had the land cleared by the
middle of March. During the planting only
about two inches of rain fell, and there
was another inch in the next mouth, March,
making a total of three inches. The sample.
of their cotton which were sent by me to
Queensland have been moat favourably corn-
inented on. Yet three inches of rain can
hardly be regarded as affording a fair or
satisfactory test. Nevertheless, the cotton
is described by the Queensland people as of
good colour and good fibre, although a little
short in length. This defect is readily ex-
plained by the scarcity of rain. On the 17th
June the cotton plants, ivhicb had been
planted in February, were 2ft. Gin, high, and
entirely free from pests. There was no sign
whatever of the hibiscus worm. The results
I have quoted prove that the climate of the
'North offers a splendid advantage in respect
of its humidity and heavy dews. That fea-
ture represents the secret. The tropical dew is
equal to almost half an inch of rain at times.
The island contains large areas of black and
chocolate soil, of which these young men are
clearing another 40 acres during the present
season. These facts show bow the boys have
been and are working. I had long interviews
with them when I was in the Worth, and it
did may heart goodl to see their enthusiasm.
Previously they had a rotten time of it. At
pearling they had got bard up. After that
they were cruising about the coast, picking
tip a few sticks of sandalwood. They also
did a hit of dry shelling, to keep the tucker
hag going. After such hard times there are
no more enthusiastic men in the North than
these boys, as they see their cotton plan-
tation growing up and thriving. Let me add
that they like the flesh pots of the city just
as much as we do. Two of them had
spent practically all their lives in the city
before they went to the Front. It speaks
well for their solid determination that they
have stood all the hard initial work and to-
day- are Just as enthusiastic as ever. They
hope to be able to finance their venture with-
out Government help. That is the sort of
thingj one likes to hear. These boys are not
sitting on the doorstep of the Grovernmnent
offices. They have splashed up £400 of their
own mnoney in this industry. They spent all
their own money before they asked for any
assistance. and then they' asked merely for a
few pounds to fill the tucker bags. They
wanted no Louses built, no teams or machin-
ery supplied. All they have asked for is a
little credit at the local store so that they
can get tea, sugar and flour; not a farthing
cash. They came down for supplies in their

own lugger, and had a three days' beat up
against a snorting headwind. They picked
up their tucker, and then got back to their
island. It is easy to stand here, nice and
comfortable, and talk about beating up in a
lugger. I have had a bit of beating up in
luggers, and I know what it is. The Premier
had 24 hours in a lugger without any beating
up at all. The beating that he did was in
point of language;- in this he nearly heat me,
The time lost in going backwards and for-
wards is a very serious item to these boys,
,especially when adverse winds compel them to
lie up behind islands. They have all their
money in the venture; their only possession
is a little credit at the local store, The
people at the Drysdiale ]River mission,
are past the experimental stage in cotton
growing, and they have also had some very
fair returns from tobacco. It is satisfactory
to know that they are growing enoceb to-
bacco to keepi their natives going, instead of
having to buy it in Perth, where it is very
expensive just new. It was the sight of the
cotton plantation at that mission which caused
the young fellows to try the experiment on
the island. They arc going to put in to-
bacco, and will also try sugar cane as soon as
they have the cotton in proper going order.
During the time two of these young fellows
were on the island, they did not see another
face of their own colour for six months. We
know what a tendeacy the average man has to
get tired of the other fellow. Two men alone
together bare to be very good at giving
and taking in order to live in a little humpy
on an island for six months without the possi-
bility of getting away. It takes a bit of
heart for two fellows to put up with that.
The only variation in their life would be the
arrival of the lugger, which they would see
five or six miles away, beating backwards and
for-wards 'with their supply of tucker and
perhaps a handful of old newspapers or a few
back numbers of magazines. There is not
even a native on that island. I would like
to take a couple of hot-socked individuals from
Hay-street and put them on such an island for
six months. Just another incident illustrat-
ing the life of these returned soldiers on their
island: While one of them was cruising round
trying to spot a decent landing place to pros-
pect for a bit of sandalwood, hie espied a sail
in the offing. This was8 unusuial up
there as it had no Bireoome port mark.
At Broome each owner has a certain mark,
which is painted on the truck of his boat to
denote the ownership. Every pearler in the
North, so soon as he sees a. craft, can deter-
mine with his glasses whether it is a West-
ern Australian boat or not. 'Menmbers can
imagine how surprised tbesc, Young fellows
were when they saw the strange sail. One
went over to hoard the craft, and to his
surprise found that it was a schooner from
Koepang, on the east coast of Java. The
schooner was engaged in the very interesting
occuption of "pinching" our b&che-de-mer.
They had a nice little camp ashore, with
smoke furnaces rigged up. About 10 Roe-
pangers were scouring the reef, right along,
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the beach, and the other crowd were doing the
smoking and cleaning, and getting the bdche-
(ler-mer ready for market. I will give hop.
members an idea of how patriotic these young
fellows are. On the occasion I refer
to, one of the lads was accompanied
by only two native boys to hielp~ him
with the boat. Ile boarded the vessel
and demnuded to knowr what right the skipper
had to be there and insisted upon the produc-
tion of the ship's papers. Hfon. members can
just visualise the position! Here was this
bit of a strippling boarding a schooner about
ten times bigger than his little hugger, de-
mandling to know by what right the foreign
skipper was there and by what authority ho
wab working in Western Australian waters I
It will be realised that these young fellows
aire practically policemen, patrols or coast
guards, supervising the coast, and looking after
the interests of the Rtate. After a brief con-
versation with the skipper, this lad was satis-
fled he would be able to bluff the crowd. He
demanded the log and took copious notes of
various details of importance to the Customs
authorities in Western Australia, such as the
date of departure from Koepang, the owner's
name, the crew and other such like items of
information. The schooner had come pro-
pared to wake a long stay on the coast. Al)
the necessary plant was established on the
beach and furnaces were lit up, cooking and
smoking the trepang ready for sale at 'Macas-
sar, where most of this commodity is dis-
posed of. One can get a better price for
smoked fish at 'Macassar than at any other
port in that part of the East. I have sent
the smoked flesh of the trocus there and have
received as much as 25 guilders per piece for it.
That product has no value anywhere south of
Broome. The consequence is that every year,
two or three of these schooners are fitted
out by Arabs or Chinainen, manned with
native crews--alt good sailors, whose services
can be secured for about 10s. a month-and
away they come to the Western Australian
coast. That has been going on for the last
30 years. I have found remains of old smoke
houses on the islands, crumbling away
with age. I wonder how much wealth has
been filched f rom, the State by this
means during tho past 30 or 40 years!
What does it matter? It is no one's
business. It is only the unknown North! It
is not for the Federal Government to provide
a patrol boat to look' after the State's in-
terests. It is not for them to do that, ia
order to see that the pearlers, who have to
pay heavily towards the mainitenance of lights
along the coast, big advances to the divers
and all the other imposts they have to shoul-
der, may have a reasonable chance of getting
what is in the waters there. As it is, they
have to take their chance. These heathens
comie down and take thousands of pounds
worth of shell every year without any inter-
ference. Who cares? It is nobody's business.
In the incident I have related, the lad found
that the schooner had left Koepang on tat?
7th -March, so that the young self-appointed
revenue officer got on to them before they had

been long on the job. That was evident, be-
cause there was no cargo in the boat, but
there was a large quantity of tucker aboard,
indicating they were prepared for a stay of
about four nicuths. Through the determina-
tion, bluff and pluck of this young fellow,
the Koepangers got a fright and that night
the anchor was heaved up and the schooner
was sent off with the mosquito lugger,
manned by the lad, sailing along in
attendance until the schooner was well
on tier way to Koepang! It shows a
splendid trait in that settler's character that
be should regard the State's interests of so
much importance. He demr.onstrated that it
was not his own selfish ends that hie studied.
for had he done so, he might have gone ashore
and Icoked for sandalwood, leaving the Koc-
p'angers to take what they wanted. As it was,
hie looked after the interests of Western Aus-
tralia and sent the iKoepangers back to their
port with a round turn. I venture to
assert that hie gave this man who was in
ehnrge-I1 will not mention his name, for I
know him well-such a !right flint I do not
think he will venture south again, to poac-h
in our waters f or trepang or anything else. As
I say, T know the "~gentleman"~ who wvas in
charge of the schooner. He was a Western Aus-
tralian who went to Roepang and gave these
Arabs the ''office'' regarding what was to
be lpicked uip on our shores, telling them what
a tin-pot crowd the authorities were in West-
era. Australia, and how the Koepangers could
come to Westm-n Auastralian wratcrp and hofl
a circus there without anyone being the wiser.
The Arabs and ''Chows,'' despite the fact
that loads of tre-pang, worth £E70 or £E80 a
ton, are to be procured there, will have some
hesitation in sending out schooners next year,
for fear the ''revenue cutter" may he wvait-
ing for them. 'Yet it was a moe boy who
ordered thme schooner out of 'Western Austra-
lian water;, and told the owner not to return.
An application has been muad" to the Customs
authorities on behalf of the returned soldiers,
that they should be appointed to patrol the
coast for a few pounds a year. It would not
be a bad appointment, and it would be
a slight acknowledgment of what they have
done nd intend to do in the interests of Aus-
tralia. It would be a satisfactory arrange-
ment for the Customs authorities if, by en-
couraging these lads, this sort of thing could
be prevented. I have never before detained
the House for so long since I have been a
member, and I do not desire to delay memt-
bers. much longer. In concluding my remarks,
I would ask those bon. members whn have not
been in the North-West to endeo7our to con-
jure uip the frightful monotony and loneli-
ness of life in the North. I am not talking
about the towvnships. I do no, Pare two,
pencne for those centres, for they have some
of the essentials of life. I am not speaking
of those parts where they have the telephone,
the telegraph and all sorts of advantages, not
possessed by the ''way-backer." I sucak of
the station hand, the7 -nall pastoralist, the
poor, unfortunate, lonely woman. Were
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it not for the fact that these people go omit
into the back Ceuntry, there would not be any
of the coastal communities, for they would
not be required]. There would be rso need for
the storekeeper, for the forwarding agent or
anyone else. it is the bjack country that
creates these little communitirs on the coast,
and I have no particular interest in the lat-
ter. T have great interest and unbounded
sympathy i~thoise People who are Inin.dredq
of miles from the coast, with no railway com-
munication, no aeroplane - the aeroplanes,
afb r all, only fly along the coastal fringe--
wtith considerable intervals between mails.
Even when they do get a mail, half the time
it comprises bills from the local storekeepers!
These people outback have very few friends
in the State and letters are few and far be.
tween. Their's is indeed a lonely life, and 1
am satisfied, more and more, every time I go
North that something must be done to obviate
this loneliness, this acul-racking monotony.
Something has to be done to smash up this
frightf ul

Hon. T. Walker Solitude
Mr. TEEJSDALE: That is the word. The

Mitchell Government have done wonders with
the money at their disposal. The huge
stretchbes of country down south must he at'
tended to. I always recognise and folly sym-
pathise with the Government in the task they
have to carry out. When I come into this
Chamber on occasions, I feel like, dAling it
out to someone, but I realise it is imposqible
for everything to be done at once throughout
the whole State. Down here the community's
interests can be so easily dealt with. Those
districts that are in communication with
the larger ctentres of population by means of
railways and other easy means of transport,
must be developed immediately in order to
provide employment for the people who ae
Coming to the State. I always recognise
that the North's requirements must take a
back seat for the time being. The more often
I go North, the more I am satisfied the task
of development cannot be properly undertaken
by the State Government. I always realise.
the huge work confronting the Government in.
tackling the development of such a vast State.
That task is an impossible one. There is al-
ready tro much to he done down South. Great
works have been started here that must be
carried to a successful issue. We cannot ex-
pect any radical division of the qctivities of
departments sad officials in order that the
development of the North may be handled
completely.

Ifr. Liatham: Then you are in favour of
smaller States?

Mfr. TEFESDALE: 'Rather is it a Federal
matter. Had we but one-fifth of the money
frittered away in the Northern Territory.
what mitbt not be done 9 Why should
we not have some such exnendituro up
North? Are we not part of Australia, just
ua is the Northern Territory? Hundreds of
thousands of pounds have been frittered
sway in the Tenitory, and nothing is said
about it! Why should we not receive from

the Commonwealth sonmethiug in the ature
of a tropical subsidy9 What could 'we. not
do with it? For one thing, once and for all
we would determine whether the North was
capable of anything more than cattle and
sheep raising. Would it not be a splendid
thing to know that the development of the
North was failure, if it is to be such, for
anything is better than this wretched un-
certainty as to when these tests are to be
made. Why cannot we have these experi-
mental plots strewn along the coast at every
ports Why cannot we have our experiments
to show whether cotton, tobacco and coffee
can be grown there? When I was up North,
a Qucenslander told ume that if the country
at the back of Wyndham were in Queens-
Land, every place where they can knock up
enough alluvial to plant a cOffee seed, would
be dealt with and the whole of the country
would be utilised. He told me that be had
never seen any country more congenial or
where the conditions were more favourable
for the growing of coffee than the hills
for miles around Wyndham. This man
was a coffee grower, and so knew what
be was talking about. Is it not a crime
that we should seem to be powerless to take
advantage of these opportunities! I emn
not railing at the Government. I never
have railed at the Government. It is all too
big for them.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You need not tell us
that yon never rail at the Government.

Mr. TEESDALE: Possibly I rail at the
Government ;n prk'nte. Sometimes I get 1n
some fine work in the corridor, without pub-
licity, but I cannot be expected to do it
openly. I could not help being struck with
the tremendous drain on the GovernLment
when I reed that, last year, 66 per Cent, of
our loan indebtedness was due to assistance
given to farmers. Can any -young country
stand that frightful drain?

Hlon. P. Collier: That is 66 per cent, on
23,300,000! Work that out.

The Premier: It is only loaned.
Mr. TEESDALE: I recognise that the

farmers must be helped, for the whole of
the State is dependent on agriculture. It
is of the utmost Importance that we should
help the struggling farmer, even though his
account in the books of the Industries
Assistance Board looks bail, so long as he
has done his level best and it is only that
the fates have been against him. Then it is
that a mn who knows agriculture from A
to Z will say "We mlust give this fellow
another chance" ; wherea, if somebody
knowing noth'ing of agriculture were in
charge of the Industries Assistance Board
he might say, "Look at that acrount! If
it cannot be reduced we must out this
man. "

Mr. Clydesdale- The North-West will wipe
that out.

Mr. TEESDALE: That sort of thing is
-not done in the North. Mfen up there have
big hearts and big ideas. They will always
stand by a man, unless indeed he is a rating
man. a long as a fellow keeps away from
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the neddies and does a fair thing, he will
always find somebody who will say "What
about giving So-and-so a couple of thousand
breeders and letting him get a fresh start."
That is what I like to remember about the
North, the way they help each other. There
they do not sell a man up. Rather do they
give him a chance to pull himself together
next year-that is if God is kind to him.
Sometimes He is not. I hope members will
pardnn me for having dealt with this ques-
tion at such length. The subject is of great
importance to me.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And to tho State.
TNTg. TEESDALE: Yes, and to the State.

I hope something will be done to mnake
settlement in the North more attractive.
Something will have to he lone, for things
cannot go on year after year as they have
been going. For 40 years have I known the
North, and I confess I see very little pro-
gress there, save for one or two fine ilustra-
tions in moy own electorate. I see great
possibilities in the Onslow district.

Hons. P. Collier: As a matter of fact the
North is losing population.

Mr. Hughes: It is not losing its members
Mr. TEESDALE: I had some heartening

news the other day to the effect that my
agent had put 75 new electors on the roll.

Hon. P. Collier: Making a grand total
of 250.

Mr. TEESDALE: Also I have found out
that my electors constitute the biggest rent
payers in the whole of the State, contribut-
ing a bigger sum to the revenue than do
the people of any other electorate. That is
a goal to work for-to help along a district
that is materially helping the State. Unfort-
tunately those electors, though not deliber-
ately hostile, are a little apathetic towards
some of the things I have been advocating to-
night. However, they are not antapronistic..
and I trust that when 'we get the ireport of
Mr. Wise--I could wish that be had a little
more experience of cotton-their attitude will
undergo a change. I have a good deal of
faith in Mr. Wise. He is young, but he
knows a lot about the country he comes
from, and I nam sure his services will be of
great value to the State. I trust that when
we get his report the Government will at
once begin an energetic development. still,
I hope that development will be in a small
wany to start with. l have no faith in these
big splashes. I want to see trials on small,
inexpensive blocks until we know that the
soil 5s just what the cotton requires. Then
I shall want the growers to spend money
themselves, or alternatively ask the Federal
Government for a substantial tropical sub-
sidy, as has been provided in the Northern
Territory. Then, I am confident, the House
will recognise that what I have said to-night
has not been altogether in vain.

Mr. DURACK (Kimiberley) (8.23): If,
after the able speech of the member who has
just resumed his seat, I were to say very
much on this subject, the House would have

a surfeit of the North-West, I wish merely
to deal with the question in a general wayt
The hon. member began by saying there were
very few grievances in the North-West, that
everything in the garden was lovely. When
I see on the Estimates the small amount set
down for dealing with the North-West, a
territory with 1,300 or 1,400 miles of coast-
line, and containing practically three-fourths
of the area. of the whole State, I feel that
we have a very real grievance.

Hon, P. Collier: But this amonat is only
for the salaries of officials. There are the
Loan Estimates to come.

Mr. DERACK: But consider the paucity
of this Vote to deal with three-fourths of
Western Australia! Moreover, if we are to
pursue successive Estimates to their logical
conclusion, in a few years there will not be
anything at all for the North. The year
betore last the amount provided was £29,000;
last year it was £26,000; and this year is
£22,000. So it is only necessary to pursue
the ratio for a few years, and we shell have
no Vote at all for the North.

Hon. P. Collier: But the efficiency of the
service might be in inverse ratio with the
amount p)rovided.

Mr. DURACK: Mr. Gregory, MMH.R., who,
I suppose, has had a good deal of experience,
speaking at a deputation in Broomne the other
day, said the fact of the matter was that the
people of the North did not kick enough.
And Mr. Gregory's remarks wvere endorsed
by some of his fellow members. Probably
Mr. Grugory was correct. The people of the
North do not make suifficient noise. If only
wie had more tongues like that of the last
speaker, tongues that could so graphically
portray the solitude, the isolation and the in-
numerable disabilities under which the people
up North are labouring, probably we should
get more consideration,

Hon. P. Collier: Is not the isolation due
principally to the big pastoral holdings, those
million-acre blocks!

Mr. DUERACK: Not at all, Do not forget
that there are up there millions of acres only
awaiting the arrival of adventurous spirits
to develop them. Unfortunately those ad-
venturors Spirits cannot be found. The -Min-
ister for Agriculture said it was the intens-
tion of the Government to seriously under-
take the encouragement of cotton growing in
the North. Presumably they are awaiting the
report of the expert. The Minister said they
were anxious to secure sufficient suitable land
to allow of the planting of an extensive
aren with cotton. At Wyndham the Govern-
ment have a reserve of about 100,000 acres.
I know that a great deal of that area is suit-
able for cotton cultivation. Notwithstanding
that the experiments at Derby and Broome
were not altogether successful, T am convinced
that cotton can be successfully grown in those
districts. I have said previously that I do
Dot see a very bright prospect for agriciultural
development up there; but certainly I be-
lieve that cotton will he successfully grown
from Broome northwards.
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'Mr. Clydesdanle: Are the pastoralists spend-
ing any money on experiments in that direv-
tiou f

Mr. Dt'RACK: Yes, I know of two.
Hon. P. Collier: Those two returned sol-

diers?
Mr. DURACK: Yes. They have been

there for the past three years.
lioni. P. Collier: But wvhat about the other

bigger pastoralists, who have been there so
much longer!

Mr. DURACK: We have carried on experi-
ments that hare proved that cotton will growuip there. I have not been enamioured of the
possibility of agricultural development in the
N\orth, because I have feared the depredations
-of white ants. But experience has shown us
that the white ants will not interfere to any
great extent with the cultivation of
cotton. The member for Roebourne takes
exception to the comments of Colonel
Evans with regard to cotton growing in West-

-era Australia. I met Colonel Evans a few
weeks ago at Darwin, and I formed the con-
clusion that wvhilc there may have been some
justification for criticism in connection with
those remarks of his that have been quoted,
and that in consequence of them cotton grow-
ing might have been discouraged to a slight
extent, I do not think it can be said that
Colonel Evans discounted the possibility of
,cotton growing in Western Australia. He
was just as guarded in respect of cotton
growing in the Northern Territory as he was
after his visit to Western Australia when be
dealt with cotton growing in this State, He
said at Darwin that he did not enthuse over
it there, but he believed that cotton growing
could be carried on under the family systema
in the Northern Territory, and in connection
with the cultivation of other products. I
read Colonel Evans' report submitted to the
Minister for the North-West shotly after his
visit to that part of the State, and I did not
form the opinion that he discounted the pos-
siblities of cotton growing in Western Aus-
tralia. Hle said that cotton could be grown
more successfully on the black soil rather
than on the pindan areas. Speaking of
the pindan country, it may be mentioned
that there are different classes of it. There is
the pindan that will respond very well and
quickly after it has been burnt. There is an-
other class that is not so responsive. In the
experiments made at Derby it is Fessible that
they tried to grow cotton on the pindan land
that was not responsive. Before I leave the
subject of cotton I wish to refer to what was

*published the other day to the effect that the
Commonwealth Government were about to
issue instructions that no -ratoon cotton was
to be grown in the Northern Territory. I
believe it is the intention of the Common-
wealth Government to put through an enact-
menit to carry out that intention. I trust the
Minister for Agriculture will give the matter
consideration and enter a protest against the
roposed enactment being made to apply to
Western Australia. I would suggest experi-

menting with ratoon, cotton carried over a.
period of three or fire years, the areas to be
isolated. If we can succeed in growing it as
a perennial, it will be an imnportant factor in
helping to bring about the success of the in-
dustry. We know very welt that the condi-
tions in the far North render employment of
labour a serious matter, and if it cran be
proved that ratoon cotton is as good as the
annual, the result will be good for the State.
The member for Roebourne (.\r. Teesdale)
referred to the steamer service on the North-
AVest coast. Whilst I am net going to dis-
crimninate between the companies trading on
that coast, I cannot hut remark that the
vessels employed have served their purpose
very well. I do say, however, that the
"1aba and the ''Kangaroo" of the
State shipping service, are obsolete, and are
not fit to be employed on the 'North-West
coast.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: You cannot say that
the "Kangaroo" is out of date.

Mr. DIflACK: The vessel is slow; its
average speed is not more then eight or nine
knots. In justice to the member for Guild-
ford (.Ar. Davies) I must say that in my
opinion he did not make any disparaging re-
marks about the service alter his return from
a visit to the North-West, that is, if I read
correctly his remarks published in the Press.
He gave the State Shipping Department credit
for having an excellent staff, but he did say
that the ''Bainbra" was too slow, and that
he bad experience of a tide being missed by
an hour which meant a delay of 12 or 14
hours. Everyone will admit that the ''Ban-
bra'' andi the "Kangaroo" are niot fit for
our coastal service. We want more up-to-date
vessels that are capable of 12 or 14 knots
We know that the tides on our coast are re-
sponsible at times for delays of 12 or 14
hours, and that these delays could be obviated
if a vessel could get to a port at a greater
speed. I agree with the member for Roe-
boune that it is time we set about to do
something to break down the isolation of the
North. Year after year reference is made to
the great possibilities and resources of the
North-West. Up to the present time, how-
eve;, we do not appear to have taken up the
matter seriously in the hope of being able to
develop the latent resources that are said to
exist.

Mr. Hughes: How can you develop those
resources srhen you have all the land locked

Ar. DUBRACK: The land is not all locked
uip. If, for instance, it is shown that cotton
can be grown profitably in the Kimberley dis-
trict, speaking on behalf of my firm, I can
say that we will have no hesitation ia hand-
ing over to the department the land that they
may require.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government can
take the whole lot if they want it.

Mr. DUXACK: It can all be taken ever
for agricultnral purposes if the Government
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need it. The bon, member should not bring
up that old bogey about the pastoralists of
the North retarding development by reason of
their holding the areas that have been leased
to them. The bogey is rather played out.

.Mr. Hughes: Can the land be taken over
without compensation?

Mr. DUMAOK: There are still vast areas
of good land available up there.

Mr. Marshall: How far from the coast?
Mr. Durack: Right on the coast between

Derby and Wyndhiam.
Hon. P. Collier: The coast is rather in-

accessible between Derby and Wyadham.
Mr. DU1?ACK; About three years ago the

Government appointed a committee to inquire
into the possibility of the better development
of the far North, and an exhaustive report
was presented. In that report a auggestion
was made that a port should be established
between Derby and Wyndham. If that sug-
gestion had been carried out there would
have been no occasion for the interjection
made by the Leader of the Opposition. I
was interested in the remarks made by the
Premier a few nights ago when speaking on
the subject of the South-West settlement. He
said he did not think that any country in
the World would permit such a vast extent of
territory to remain undeveloped and unoccu-
pied. The south-western part of the State
to which the ]Premier was referring contains
2,295,000 acres. Compare that with the
North, which embraces an area of 416,000,000
acres. How much more, then, should a re-
mark like that made by the Premier apply to
the northern portion of the State.

'Mr. Pickering: What is the latitude and
longitude, comparatively, of that area?

Hon. P. Collier: Tell us the latitude of
Busselton, the very old Busselton, the trog-
]odite Busselton.

Mr. DURACK - It is really time we
ceased to talk about the North. We should
do one thing or the other. If it has the
great possibilities that we oil believe it
possesses, we should set about to develop it.
But this development cannot possibly he
done by the State. I have said before that
in regard to the development of the North
there should be the fullest co-operation on
the Part. of the Commonwealth and the State,
and assistance from the Imperial Government.

Hon. P. Collier: How is Mr. 'Miles' scheme
progressing; is it likely to assist?

Mr. DIU1ACK: That scheme has occupied
a good deal of attention in the outside
world, and if it baa done nothing else, it has
helped to advertise the north of Australia
to an extent previously unknown. A lot of
credit for that is due to Mr. Miles. While
somc lion. members may regard M.%r. 'Miles'
scheme as visionary, it has been the means
of calling attention to the vastness of that
part of Western Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: The scheme is Napoleonic
in its conception.

Mfr. DURACK: The Minister for Home
and Territories, when speaking in Perth a

few weeks back, declared that the time was
fast arriving when it would be not so much
a question of the Commonwealth neglecting
the States, as the States shirking their
responsibili ties. That is how I regard the
position. Western Australia is shirking its
responsibilities in respect of the develop-
meat of the North. We cannot help
arriving at that conclusion when we see
what little interest is taken in the North by
members generally. I must give credit to
members sitting opposite in that they are
present in greater numbers to-might than is
the case on this side to listen to the remarks
made by North-West members concerning
the possibilities of the North.

Hon. P. Collier: They have slipped over
there.

Mr. DURACK: Some members do not look
at the North as being of any great economic
importance. According to the statistics
Broome should rank as the third most ima-
portant port in Western Australia. The
trade of Broome for the years Lull, 1912
and 1913 was over one million pounds. The
'kalue of the export;, over the imports, a
great factor in estimating the wealth of a
country, represented £E536,767. The customs
revenue amounted to £E55,729, These figures
would seem to indicate that there is Some
wealth in the North at any rate. The
freights charged along the coast constitute
one of the big handicaps of the North.
Although freights are high, the State steam-
ers are losing money. It is difficult to
understand why freights cannot be brought
down. If we had better boats, a better
service, and a more up-to-date one, possibly
the freights could he reduced.

'Mr. M-Narshall: Why do not the private
companies reduce the freights I Are their
boats not up to date?

The Minister for Mines: They are not
allowed to.

Mr. 'Marshall: The shipping ring will not
permit them to do so.

Mr. DTJBACK : Freights to Java were
greatly reduced in order to encourage trade.
The freight on flour is now about 30s. a ton.
That may be all right, but the freight to
Wyndiham, for instance, on a ton of flour
is 669., to Derby 60s., and to Broome 57s. 6d.
It may be advisable to encourage trade with
foreign prorts, but it is equally desirable to
encou rage the settlement of people in our
northern areas. In fact, it is of greater
importanea to settle our own territory than
it is to establish a trade with Java. Why
burden the people, who have to eke out an
existence in the North, with these abnormal
freights such as a charge of 66s. a ton on
flour to Wyndham as against a freight of
SOS. to Java?

The Miniter for Agiicnlture: We would
not get an Eastern buyer to take our flour
if we did not reduce the freight.

Mr. DtIRACK : The same preference
Should be given to the North. If we are
going to settle people in the North we must
offer exceptional inducements to them to go
there. The first inducement is to exempt
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them from taxation. The Commonwealth
authorities are apparently in earnest in
their attempt to develop that portion of
the North that comes wvithin their jurisdic-
tion. They recently announced their inten-
tion to exempt the Northern Territory from
taxation for five years on the agricultural,
mining, pastoral and fishing industries, This
shows .a earnest attempt on their part to
en courage settlement in the North.

Mr. Marshall: They have no right to col-
lect taxation at all. Those people have no
representation in Parliament,

Mr. DTIHACK: Yes.
Mr, Marshall : No, they have no vote

there.
Mr. DUfltCK: They have a. let to say

there.
Mr. Hughes: Do you suggest we should

cease to tax pastoralists, notwithstanding
that they have the highest incomes found
in any occupation in the State?

Mr. DURACK: That may be so, hut I
understand these are the intentions of the
Conimonweajth authorities. If the boa.
member takes exception to this he should
address himself to the Minister for Home
and Territories.

Mr. Hughes: Do you suggest we should
cease to tax pastoralists here!

Mr. DURACX:- Unless we offer exep-
tional treatment to people to 'induce them to
remain in the North of Australia, they will
not do so, I do not say in what direction
we should offer such inducements. The
thief thought actuating the people who
go to the North is to make all the
money they can. The money they do
make is generally invested in some
proposition 'in the South, but in other
cases Men accumulate a, certain amount of.
money and then go away. The only method
by which the position can he attacked is to
uffer sound inducements to people to settle in
the North, and remain there. We must wake
it more profitable for them to stay in the
North than it would be for them to operate
in the South. We want to make it possible
for them to remain in the North with their
wives and their household gods, otherwise
we shall never settle the north of Australia.

Mr. Hughes: The pastoralists have the
biggest incomes of any people in the State.

Mr. DUXACIK: I accept the hon. member's
statement-

Mr. Hughes: Do you. suggest we should
cease to tax them?

'Mr. DUllACK: I am glad my fellow pastor-
aliats aire in such a prosperous way. I should
like to see every citizen in a flourishing and
prosperous position.

Mir. Hughes: But you get all the cream.
Mr. DURACK: 'No doubt the time will

come when the great percentage of our people
will be prosperous and happy. There can
never be a successful administration of affairs
in the North unless matters are dealt with
onl the spot. I admit that the Commissioner
for the North-West has done well, and in-
finitely better for the State with the funds

at his disposal than the Commonwealth have
done, but I think his power is too limited. I
am borne out in this statement by Mr. Cole-
batch, our new Agent General, who, having
travelled through the North, must know a
great deal about thle subject. He has had an
opportunity of judging the effects of govern-
ment in the remote parts from the metropolis.
Ia an article written by him he speaks of
having visited Darwin, and says-

At Darwin one is depressed by the sense
of declining prosperity and falling popula-
tion, so common to the towns of the North.
Industrially Darwin to-day suggests peace,
perfect peace, but the territory is not well
administered, N\o place could be well ad-
ministered from so great a distance as Mel-
bourne.

'"lhese remarks apply equally to Western Aus-
tralia. I do not care how earnest a Govern-
ment may be in its intcntions-T believe this
kiovernment is actuated by the best of motives
-it cannot deal with situations that arise in
parts of the country far remote from the
capital, 2,000 miles away at least. The in-
terests of the South are so vastly different
from the interests of the North. Those who
are on the spot and should know what is
wanted are not given the power they should
hove. It would be much better for the 'North-
ern Territory if it were given a freer hand
to control its own affairs. Mr. Colebatch con-
tinues-

The men on the spot who know what is
wanted are not given the powers they should
have. Undoubtedly the same thing applies
at Darwin. One cannrot help thinking that
it would he well for the territory if he (the
Commissioner) were given a freer hand.
But I did not start out to discuss Political
admin ist ration. The whole point is, that
there is only one form of effective rule,
and that is, rule on the spot.

Wce might take that advice to ourselves.
Mr. Marshall! He believes in job control.
Mr. DURACK: We should give some con-

siderat ion to the necessity f or rule on the
spot. There can only be proper and effective
administration if this is carried out by people
on the spot. 11 do not suggest that the ad-
ministration in the North should be altogether
,apart from the administration of the State,
but the N-orth-West Department should be
removed lock, stock, and barrel to Broomne,
which is the most central Plae in the North-
WVest. A good deal of developmental work
could be done there.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the Commissioner's
beadquarters.

Mr. DURACK: Yes. We might shift the
whole of the North-West Department ther.
A vote might be applied for and allocated to
the administration of the North. A commit-
tee or administration consisting of the local
magistrate and two other gentlemen who
might he appointed by the Governor in Coun-
cit could then sit with the Commissioner of
the North-West and deal directly with all
questions affecting that part of the State.
The Commissioner would he the mouthpiece
of the Government. He would have all the
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evidence before him to enable him to deal
with different questions that were brought
under his notice. He could then make his re-
commendlationts to the Government, and the
members representing that part of the State
could deal with the position here. If a local
administration of that kind were formed,
there would be more development in the
North and more contentment, and a better
condition of affairs would exist than is found
at present. There are many directions in
which probably the North could be assisted,
but other opportunities will be afforded of
dealing with them.

Mr, 'Marshall: This is your lnst chance be-
fore the general election.

Air. DURACK: It is practically impossible
for people in the South to understand the re-
quirenments of the North w-here the people
are temperamentally different. In the South
we are too absorbed in the manny important
questions that occupy our attention. Our
vision cannot take in the magnitude of the
great-North-West. What would be the posi-
tion if some new country were discovered in
the Indian Ocean or the Pacific containing
only half the resources of the North? What a
stampede there would be! Any amount of
money would be made available for opening
up that new country. Although we have a
country that has unlimited resources at our
very doors, namely the North-West, we hesi-
tate to do' anything for it. The time for
speaking is past; the time for action is now.
I was interested in what the member for
Guildford had to say as the result of his
excursion to the North. He was evidently
impressed with the vast undeveloped resources
there and suggested there should be a Come-
mission of inquiry to go into the matter to
see whether something better could not be.
done than is now being done. I hope the
question will occupy the attention of the
Government, and that they will quickly do
something to assist in the development of
the North.

Mr. ANGELO (Ga1scoyac) [9-1J: Bteaus-
ing, with other members, that this division is
really an administrative one, covering the sal-
aries of a small handful of officials who are
administering a very large and very sparsely
populated territory, I shall not have much to
say on it. The division also includes a few
anmounts for maintennce and repairs. I hope
to have a good deal to say when the Loan
Estimates are introduced. Then I shall direct
tlly Special attention to that section of the
Loan Estimates which deals with North-West
matters. Personally, I am very gratified by
the selection of the new Minister for the
North-West. Since Mr. Ewing has held that
position, T1 have found him most sympathetic
in taking note of any matter affecting North-
West development th~at is brought before him.

Ron. P. Collier: New Ministers are usually
that war-

Mr. ANGELO: I hope it will continue. 1
know that MAr. Ewing iiot only listens to re-
presentations, but makes full inquiries and

replies expeditiously. Unfortunately, Mr.
Ewing is Dot the treasurer.

lion. P. Collier: Fortunately, you mean,
for the State.

Mr. ANGELO: That is not my opinion.
I feel perfectly certain that Mr. Ewing will
recommend only those things which will.
be of advantage, not merely to the North-
West, but to the State as a whole. However,
we know that the Treasurer's purse is not
bottomless, and that he has to keep a fairly
tight rein on the finances. But wo North-
Weet umemhers are looking forward to very
satisfactory Loan Estimates as regards tae
North-West The Premier is always retog-
wiised to he a man who keeps his word. He
has told North-West members and the public
that the North-West will receive attention
from the Government. On a recent occasion,
when Federal Ministers were present as well
as the State members for the North-Wost, the
Premier is reported to have said-

The State Government are giving ''very
serious attention'' to the development o
the North-West.
Hon. P. Collier: That is an original Sen-

tence.
Mr. ANGELO: The words ''very serious

attention'' are in inverted commas, which re-
preseiits the same thing as underlining words
in a letter.

Hon. P. Collier: The use of the inverted
commas meanis that the words between them
have been used before.

Mr. ANGELO: Inverted commas put em-
phasis on the words. The report continues:-

Hie believed that when we get going, it
would be very rapid.
Hon. P. Collier! That is very indefinite,

you know.
,Mr. ANGELO: The Premier is further re-

ported as saying-
The North-West will be one of the

Statoe's greatest assets.
Hon,. P. Collier; That is definite enough.
Mr. ANGELO: I am telling the House

what I expect from the Loan Estimates. Here
are the Premier's promises in black and white.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, definitely set down,
in detail.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier further said-
There was no doubt that cotton could be

grown in the North. The Wyadham ex-
periments had established that. Like the
Routh, the North was muach misunderstood.
Up there was a territory as; well watered
as Java, a magnificent territory with a very
good rainfall. Forty million acres were still
in the hands -of the Crown in that northern
corner. But people would never go there
unless they were providgd with the facili.
ties of civilisation.

it is those facilities of civilisation that we
want in the North. We must have faster
boats. We must have railways from the coast
line into the hinterland, opening up the areas
at present unoccupied. The member for Kim-
berloy (Mr. Dnrack) bag already said that
between Derby and Wyndham there are tens
of millions of acres of magnificent pastoral
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country, well watered, up to the present un-
touched. It is impossible for private persons
to start cattle stations in that area. It can-
not be done in isolated instances; the natives
are too bad. Why cannot our Premier follow
the example of the late Lord Forrest and
send up an expedition to one of those ports,
and f rom that stepping-stone develop this huge
unoccupied area, which has not its equal n-
utilised in any part of the world? Lord
Forrest sent up a party by steamer to estab-
lish Wyndhdam, tow'nsite, which "-as the
jumping-off for the development of the whole

Of the Rimberleys. The sme thing was done
:from Derby. Further south there are valuable
sheep areas, at present unsuitable for occu-
pation, because too distant from the ports
for the cartage of wool. If a spur line was
run in from Carnarvon, and later another from
Onslow-

Hon. W. C. Angwia: We have heard this
before.

Mr. ANGELO: It has not had much ef-
feet so far. The Premier's reference to
''facilities of civilisation"' gives one an op-
portunity of pointing out what is really
needed. The directions I have indicated are
those in which a great deal might be dons
by the present Government towards opening
up the North-West. Someone has said that
the North is only capable of growing cattle
and sheep.

Mr. Marshall: That is utterly ridiculous.
Mr. ANGELO: Yes. We have not, how.-

ever, by any means got to our limit as re-
gards cattle and sheep production. Indeed,
there is room yet for millions of sheep in the
North-West. What is needed is the opening
up of "rstocked areas by means of transport
facilities. Another means would be to make
better use of some of the lands already held.
I know of millions of acres of country within
120 and 150 miles of port on which at pre-
sent only cattle are being run That country
should be stocked with sheep. The change
could be brought about by in some way ac-
quiring thoem lands. Then they could be
used to carry sheep.

Hon. P. Collier: Why are they not carry-
ing sheep now?

M r. ANGELO: Until the price of wool
rose to its recent height, they were a little
too far away from port for cartage. With the
present price of wool, however, lands formerly
unpaynble as sheep propositions are gradually
being turned to that use. 'Moreover, the
price of fencing Wire has been almost pro-
hibitive until just recently. The Federal Gov-
erment are now going to give a little
help in that direction-unfortunately only
five miles of wire per year in any one ease.

The Minister for Agriculture: Who is go-
im, to pet the wire?

Mr. ANGELO: I gather from the Press
that people desirous of embarking on pas-
toral pursuits can get from the Federal Gov-
ernment fencing wire, but only to the extent
of five miles. That is not sufficient. The
State Government might be able to supple-
ment the assistance offered by the Federal

Government. Of course the Minister for
Agriculture bnows more than I do about the
Federal proposals regarding fencing wire.
Perhaps he will tell us what the conditions
really are, it the Federal Government have
advised him on the subject.

Hon. P. Cornier: The wire ought to be
given to the State Government for distribu-
tion.

Mr. ANGELO: I think so too. The efforts
of the Federal Government, moreover, should
be supplemented by State assistance. The
chief means, however, of bringing land under
sheep-carrying conditions -will be the giving
of transport facilities from the existing ham-
bours into the hinterland, In the Gaacoynei
district there are, east of the J1unction, six
million acres which could carry sheep, but
which, at present, carry only a few thousnd
head of cattle. I am absolbtely con-
vinced that cotton can be grown in
the North, and that sugar can be suc-
cessfully planted in the Kimberleys, with
their rainfall of 60 inches. Again, jute grow-
ing should he experimented With, seeing that
we are such large users of jute goods. Figs
could be grown in the. North to much ad-
vantage. Tropical fruits and other tropicail
products should also receive attention.
Dairying will, I believe, prove one of
the industries that will build up the North.
There have been several reports on the suita-
bility of the Gascoyrue district for dairying.
One of those reports was by Mr. Hampshire.
The Federal Public Works Committee, who
travelled North recently, formea and exr-
pressed the opinion that some day the Car-
norvon country would be a very rich dairying
district.

Bon. W. C. Angwia: The members of the
Committee were all dnirying lerts.

Mr. ANGELO: Yet. But nll these expert
opinions are being discounted by the fact
that people are not quite certain whether
there is sufficient water in the Carnarvon dis-
trict. I would again urge on the Government
that they should borrow from India an en-
gineer who has been doing irrigation work
there. That officer should be sent to report
not only on the Gascoyne River, bdt on all
the rivers in the North. One dominion may
well help another in that respect. Recently
the flume Pipe Company asked me to discuss
the subject of irrigation with them. They
have in their employ an engineer who has
been doing irrigation work in India for 17
yearn, and they offered to send him up to
Carnarvon to make a preliminary report, pro-
vided the Government w-ould undertake, in
the event of the report of the company's en-
gineer being favourable, to follow the matter
up by s-'nding a departmental envineer to
report. The company realised that the Gov-
ernment could not go to any great expense
on the strength of a report made by an en-
gineer not in their service. I put the pro-
posal before the Government.

The Minister for Mines: Would you accept
such a proposal?



1190 [ASSEMBLY]

Mr. ANGELO: The earnpany suggested
that if their etgineer 'a preliminary report
was satisfactory, the Government should send
along another engineer to satisfy themselves.
The company say this is the only Australian
State in which they are not carrying out huge
irrigation works. From what they have heard
about the Gascoyne, they think there is a
possibility of a large irrigation scheme in that
district. I consider their offer a very fair
one. To a certain extent the Government bave
accepted it, saying that if the report of the
company's engineer is favourable they will
consider what they can do in the matter. I
understand that the company's engineer is to
go up, and so something May result. The
Minister for Agriculture has told us that at
last the Government have sent a tropical ex-
pert to the North. I am very glad that the
officer has gone up there. Mr. Wise is a gen-
tleman who has already impressed many peo-
pie in the North-West. I have beard many
favourable comments regarding him. The
people think he is the right man in the right
place, and knows his work. But, unfortun-
ately, he is only one man. Here we have a
hugh territory of 650 million acres with one
expert to try to develop it! Take the ease of
Queensland. Queensland is an established
State with a population of 700,000. But
Queensland is not satisfied with one expert.
Queensland has over a dozen experts to do
work similar to that which Mr. Wise is ex-
pected to do by himself for the North-West.
Each of these experts in Queensland is look-
ing after two or three experimental plots.

The Minister for Agriculture: But Queens.
land is wholly a tropical State.

Mr. ANGELO: Our North-West is a
tropical State I If the Government mean to
turn it into the great asset the Premier spoke
of on the occasion I refer to, every oppor-
tunity must be afforded to encourage its de-
velopment as a tropical State. What can be
done with one expert?

The Mfinister for Mines: That is a start.
The Minister for Agriculture: For 100

years you havc had no expert. Now you have
one to start wvith.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but if the
Government intend to give serious attention
to the North, more than one expert must be
appointed and experimental farms must be
established in different centres, as was done
in Queensland. The carrying out of that
policy in Queensland was not done by the
present Administration only. Successive Gov-
ernments have done their utmost to develop
Queensland, which represents the North-East
of Australia. But in the North-West of Aus-
tralia practically nothing has been done.
The member fcr Roehour:.e (,%r. Teesdale)
very rightly complimented the Government on
the construction of the Onslow jetty. That
is a mangnificent work which will always be
a monument to the 'Mitchell Government.
Unfortunately it is the only monument erected
in the North during the last seven years of
administration.

Hon. P. Collier: As a rule, only one Moin-
ment is erected in memory of any individual
or institution.

Mr. McCallum: And that is generally a
tombstone.

Mr. ANGELO: The Government, I trust,
will have many more monuments erected to
their memory before they leave the Treasury
bench.

lRon. P. Collier: "'In memory of' will be
written on that jetty.

Mr. ANGELO: The member for Kimberley
(Mr. Durack) touched upon art important
point when he questioned whether a Govern-
ment domiciled in the southern portion of the
State, could develop the North.

Mr. Mc~allum: Would you shift Parlia-
ment up there.

Mr. ANGELO: WVe cannot move Parlia-
ment to the North, but the fact remains
that this is a serious question. The North-
West must always be backward under ex-
isting conditions, and that is not as it
shoulId be in the interests of the Common-
wealth and of the Empire. It is a question
whether it would not pay better to have our
own Government domiciled in the North,
enabling administration to be carried out on
the spot by the people interested.

IMrs. Cowan: Do you mean a new State?

M.%r. ANGELO: Yes, or some such method
as that outlined by the member for Kim-
berley under which the departments affected
would be transferred to the North, giving
better control of the work in the territory
itself. What is more important still is
that a reasonible amount should be allo-
cated each year for the development
of the North. Both the member for Roe-
bourne and the member for Kimberley sug-
gested that the development of the North
might be too much for the State Govern-
ment, and that the help of the Common-
wealth and Imperial authorities should be
invited to assist in developing our great
territory. The Federal Ministers who were
here recently, were very sympathetic in
their remarks regarding Western Australia
and its difficulties.

Hon. P. Collier: They always are; then
they go away and we get nothing.

Mrt. ANGELO: Their readiness to help was
shown by their speeches.

lHon. P. Collier: They were sympatheti-
cally disposed to us with reference to the
Forests Products Laboratory, and what
happened?~

Mr. ANGELO: When the Minister for
Monme and Territories (Senator Pearce)

Spoke at the Parliamentary luncheon I have
referred to, hie said-

I declare that it is the earnest desire
of the Commonwvnlth Government to do
all it ean to assist this State in its great
task of development-
Hon. P. Collier: Very definite?
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Mr. ANGELO: He continued-
We are seized with the importance of
development in the North and North-
West-
lion. P. Collier: Original, isn't it?
Mr. ANGELO: Then the Minister said-
You will have noted that, in the policy
of this Government, greater attention oam
been paid to the development of the
Northern Territory and a greater tend-
ency manifested to co-operate with your
Government in any action in the North,
than has marked any previous Federal
Governnment. I assure you that both the
Prime Minister and the Treasurer are
fully aware of your difficulties. You can
rely upon the most sympathetic considera-
tion of any proposal in which the Com-
monwealth can help.
Hon. P. Collier: Empty words!
Mr. ANGELO: If they are empty words,

why not let us prove them such? Why not
put the proposal to the Federal Government
and see what their promises are made of?
Here they offer to help us-and they should
help us. Western Australia is the only
State that has a northern territory of its
own to develop by itself. At the samte time,
we are contributing towards the cost of the
development of the Northern Territory,
which is administered by the Common-
wealth. Our quota of the Federal money
spent in developing the Northern Territory
already amounts to £600,000. If only -we
could get that amount paid back to us with
the provision that it should be spent in the
development of the North and North-West,
something would be gained. Let us put that
forward as a proposal. The Minister for
Home and Territories asked for our pro-
posals to be placed before the Federal Gov-
ernment, and why should we not do so?
I hope the Government will seriously con-
sider some such proposal and that when the
Loan Estimates come down, the Premier
will be able to tell us what his policy for
the development of the North will be. I
trust he himself will introduce the Loan
Estimates for the North-West, and that he
will then tell us what he really meant by
his address to the Federal members.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Hut that wvas after
dinner.

lion. P. Collier: They were at peace with
all the world.

Mr. ANGELO: I dto not Care if it was an
after -dinner speech or after- breakfast
speech! The Premier has a reputation, and
justly so, for carrying out his word.

Hon. r. Collier: T was not speaking of the
Premier.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier said-
The State Government are giving very

serious attention to the development of
the North-West, and when we get going,
that development will be very raplid.

I want the Premier to give effect to his
words.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: He did not say when
he would start.

Mr. ANGELO : The Premier played a
trump card when he developed the wheat
belt so many years ago. He is playing
another trump card in the South-West now.
I want him to play still another trump card.

Mr. Pickering: The three card trick!
Mr. ANGELO: T want him to play his

thi .rd trump card in the North-West, w~hich,
hie claims, should be one of the greatest
assets of the State.

lon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [9.941: Hiav-
ig only a limited knowledge of the North-
West, gained during a trip up and down the
moast, T ain diffident, about participating in
the discussion. I have no hepsitation in say-
ing, however, that even a brief call at ports
along the North-West coast suffces to inspire
in a stranger a great appreciation and Tie
gard for the men and women who are pioneer-
ing that portion of'our State. I believe those
people who went into the far North in the
early days, 25 or 30 years ago, and accepted
all the risks attendant upon pioneering, en-
dluring all the hardships inseparable from such
a life, arc entitled to very fair consideration.
I appreciate the statement by the member
for IRoebourne (Mr. Teesdale) regarding the
isolation experienced by people in tbe back
portions of the State. We found it waas so
even in the little communities at each port,
where sonme social life was possible. Having
sonec knowledge of inland places in other
parts of Arstralia, I can %yell understand
what the position is for those people who are
livin~r 300 or 400 miles inland from the coast.
At Wyndham, for instance, we were told that
the Federal elections had been completed for
some three months before people living 300
or 400 miles inland, knew anything about
them. Mails are sometimes received only at
long intervals. Places like Wy'ndham are for
six weeks or morm without any mails from the
South, while those inland places to which I
have referred, go for much longer periods
without any news from the outside world.
That brings home to us the terrible isolation
mentioned by the member for Roebourne. I
spoke to women at Wyndham,. Derby, and
other ports, and ascertained that they had
been residents of their respective towns for
from 10 to I8 years. I spoke to youths, now
grown up to manhood, and girls who had
been born in those places, and had never
been out of them. Some of the women had
not had a holiday from Wyndham during the
last 16 years. They pleaded with us to urge
some consideration in the direction of reduced
excursion fares on the State steamers at
Christmas and at other times. The State
Shipping Service would be justified, even at
considerable loss, in granting a generous con-
cession to those people, particulrirly t-o the
women and children, to enable them to got
away from the North and come South for
an occasional holiday. If that were not pos-

itble annually, some provision should he made
for such excursion rates every second or third
year. For years past the taxpayers have
heen called upon to make up a loss of be-
tween £300,000 and £400,000 annually in Com-
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neetion with our railways. That loss has
been occasioned because passengers are car-
ried and goods hauled at rates that are not
payable. Hf we can do that in connection
with our railway system, I see no reason why
some loss should not be made in order to
afford these facilities for the people along
the North-West coast.

Mr. Pickering: Particularly seeing that
they contribute their quota towards making
uip the loss on the railways.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the Minister in
control of the State Shipping Service will
seriously consider this question.

The Minister for Agriculture: We already
incuir a loss on the shipping service.

Hon. P. COLIEFR: Yes, but we have made
large profits on the Service too. The boats
have to run, and this is one of those instances
where reduced fares would not mean much
increase in the loss. It has to be remem-
bered that there are not so many people in
the whole of the North-West. It is a regret-
table fact that we have been losing popula-
tion in that part of the State. When the
Redistribution of Seats Bill1 was brought for-
ward in 1910, the population in these parts
was given as 5,000. To-day that population
ha-s dwindled down to 4,000. That shows we
are not making headway there, but rather
that we are going back. It seea to me that
the job is too big for the State. The finan-
cial responsibility necessary even to give
effect to what the member for Gascoyne (Mr,
Angelo) suggested, is beyond the resources
of the State. That hon. member suggested
that what was required was the construction
of railways stretching inland from the various
ports and tapping the resources there.

Mir. Angelo: That is the way Queensland
was developed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: r sin not finding fault
with that policy. The northern parts of Queens-
land are traversed by railways from the coast,
tappig the inland resoureet of that State.
I halve no doubt Such a policy would be
beneficial to our North-West,butewith this
immense territory and our liite popula-1
tion I fear the financial strain is beyon
the power of the State; more particularly
when we recollect that the Commonwealth
Government, with all the resources of the
Conmmonwealth Treasury behind them, have
practically failed to make any progress in
the development of the Northern Territory.

Mfr. Angelo: We have better land than
that in the Northern Territory,

lion. P'. COLLIER: That is true, but it
will require an enormous sum of money to
develop our North which, 'I suappose, is as
large as, if not larger than, the Northern
Territory.

-Mr. Durack: Our North is 100,000
square miles greater in extent than is the
Northern Territory.

Hon. P. COLLIER:- It ought to be
apparent to the Commonwealth Government
that this State 'Is entitled to some financial
assistance in the development of the North-
West. The speech quoted by the hon. mem-
ber-I have been listening to such speeches

ever since I was old enough to take an
interest in public affairs-" We are greatly
seized with the importance of this part of
the State"'-is a meaningless phrase!l I
have no faith whatever in fair words uttered
by Commonwealth members. Here as our
guests, they think there is upon them an
obligation to utter honeyed words. But
when in the past the acid has been put upon
them, they have frequently failed us.

,Mr. Durnek. : The Commonwealth have
given us a good deal of assistance. That
£25,000 is something.

lion. P. COLLIER: It is a beginning;
only that, and nothing more. The Common-
wealth can show millions of pounds of a
Surplus, and they could well devote half a
million by way of assistance 'in the develop-
ing of the North-West. We hear a great
deal about defence, and about peopling our
empty Spaces. It is an Australian obliga-
tion, one for the whole of the people, not
exclusively for those who happen to be
living in Western Australia. If it he an
Australian responsibility to administer the
Northern Territory, it is equally so in
respect of the North-West.

Mr. Durack: Their problems are the same.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, much the same.

It is chiefly a matter of money. For the
State the difficulties are almost insuperable.
It is well-nigh impossible for a Government
to satisfactorily administer the affairs of
an immense territory 2,000 miles away. Up
there, oue is in a new country altogether.
The people know nothing at all about what
is going on down here. Their mails are few
and far between, their newspapers four
weeks old on arrival. The people are out
of touch with this part of the State just as
much as we are out of touch with them.
Consider, then, the difficulties of administra-
tionl A Mfinister who has to control the
Education Department, the Department of
Justice, and has other administrative duties
to perform, cannot fail to regard the North-
West as a mere aide-line to which he shall
give whatever spare time may be available.

Mr. Durack: Unfortunately that is the
general opinion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not criticising
any particular -Minister. But it is inevitable
that if the 'Minister for the North-West is
burdened with other administrative duties
he will not be able to give to the North-
West the time and attention it not only de-
serves but requires. If the Minister were
to do justcie to the portfolio of Minister
for the North-West, it would be necessary
for him to spend quite a lot of time travel-
ling in that part of the State so that he
might keep in touch with the requirements
and views of the people up there. I remem-
her the satisfaction with which the creation
of the North-West Department was hailed
by members for the North-West. Person-
ally r was sceptical about the predicted
good results. So long as the department be
carried on as it has been in the past, the
results cannot be very satisfactory to the
people of the N orth. As a State we ought
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to be continually experimenting in every
part of the North-West to determine what
the locality will grow. The people of the
North do not know the possibilities of the
.North. To entry out experiments in cultiva-
tion is not nn expensive proposition, big
areas are not required, and so we might
well keep on experimenting right along the
coast.

Mr. flurack: And have the agricultural
expert stationed up there, with authority to
do what hie thought best.

lion. P. COLLIER: Yes, I think so. I do
not know how far it would he wise to go
in granting fall powers to the North-West,
but certainly, having secured reliable officers
and having laid down a policy for them, we
might well give thenm power to decide mat-
ters on the spot, thus avoiding the delays
inseparable from communication with the
capital city.

Mr. Durack: And you would approve of a
certain amount being provided.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, under the direc-
tion of Cabinet, with a policy laid down to
be followed.

Ron. WV. C. Angwin: Do not expound your
-policy prematurely.

Hon. P. COLLZER: If we had a M3inister
who could devote the whole of his time to
the North-West portfolio, I do not see why
he should not take his secretary and reside
in Broome, at all events during the recess.

Mr. Durack: During recess it would be
very hot 'up there for a Minister unaccus-
tomned to the climate.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Surely be would man-
age to survive if he had the other half year
down here where the cool breezes blow
across the Swan River. It seems to me
something of the sort will have to be done
if anythiug is to be accomplished. For in-
stance, we found a general feeling in
Carnarvon that dairying could he success-
fully undertaken there. The dairy expert
went up on the boat with us, and left -it at
Carnarvon. I have not yet learnt the nature
of his report, but the member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Angelo) informs me that It was very
favourahle, Personally T was impressed
with the town and surroundings of Carmn
von. But the people themselves do not know
what the locality will grow. Only by Gov-
emninent assistance can they obtain that
information. Let us experiment in. those
places right up the coast. Also I believe
the North-West has not had a fair trlial in
respect of cotton growing. From what one
could gather at Broome and Derby, it seems
the department acted in a rash and hasty
manner. In consequence it was broadcasted
that cotton growing in the North-West was
a failure. I say that was done on insufficient
information and without sufficient teat.

Mr. Durack: There were many complaints
that the Government were not moving fast
eno'uch in that direction

lion. P. COLLIER: Unafortunately at
Derby, rerbaps through the impatience of the
neople eneerued, the department allowedl
themngelves to be pushed into it before they

were ready. It was generally conceded by
those with a knowledge of the position that
the Derby experiment was not a fair one at
all. The seeding was six weeks late, the scrub
was just cut down, the ground scratched up,
and the cotton planted. The area sown was
in the midst of a thick network of roots. We
walked over the area and found it like a
spider's web with the interlaced roots. All
the nutriment had been taken nut of the
ground by the vegetation growing on it for
ages past, and so the cotton crop was not
given a chance. It would have been only
setisible to allow the area to lie fallow for a
.season. However, when the expert came along
andt condemned the crop, the whole thing was
abandoned.

Mr. Davies-And still the Cotton grewV!
Hon. P. COLLEER: Still the cotton was

growing. I am not at all convinced that cot-
ton Cannot he profitably grown in the North-
West, The favourable report we had at
Wyndhamn froai1 tw,6 returned soldicrs out 25
miles from that port impressed us very much.
T understand that since -we u-nre there the
results have been quite satisfactory. Yet those
men accomplished all that without the advice
of any expert.

Air. Teesdale: Never saw the expert.
Hen. P. COLLIER: Notwittistanding

which, their crops. were successful. I am be-
ginning to be very sceptical about experts.

Wehv ad ninny instances of hard-hcidenl
practical men whose judgments and opinions
have Proved more valuable than those of so-
called experts with a merely theoretrical
knowledge of their subjects. I am at a loss
to know6 what can bn done for the North-West.
From what I have read of it over many years,
and from the speehes I have listened to in
the House for the past 17 or 1S years, there
are, to use a hackneyed phrase, immense pos-
siibilities in the North-West. Nearly all the
minerals known, to science occur in the North-
West, in addition to its great pastoral re-
sources, and the possibility of growing pro-
ducts such as were mentioned by the member
for Cascoyne (Mr. Angelo).

Mr. Durnek: Do you not think a railway
in the -North, right through to the territory
would be mere justified frein the develop-
mental point of view than the present Great
Western railway?

Hon. P. COLLrER: I do. I am convinced
that the only sound policy for Australia is
for the Commonwealth Government to bisect
this continent with railways, and run railways
right across the empty spaces, cast and west
and north and south if necessary. if this
cost 10 million pounds or 20 million pounds
the expenditure would be well Justified. We
shall not do very much towards sottlinig the
great inla1nd spaces, situated hundreds of
miles from our Ports, except by railway com-
munication. This has beena dlone in other coun-
tries and will have to be done in Australia;
but it is a Commonwealth responsibility and
ought to he undertaken by them. it *is all
very well to talk about our sympathy, and
ahout our being willing to do 'this or to dio
that, Let us as a state Put uip a proposition
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to the Government for the construction of
railways, and for the expenditure of money.
This cannot be done without the expenditure
of money, for it would cost a great deal to
open up the North-West of this State as well
as the Northern Territory. Let us put the
ease before the Commonwealth Government,
test their sincerity, and see where they stand.
We know that money can be found by the
Commonwealth in large sums, such as in the
expenditure of money on the cbatservatioa of
water. Money has been spent by the Common-
wealth on propositions not half so deserving
as the opening up of the north of-this State,
and on propositions which do not, and never
'will, partake of a national character suchi as
the building of railways i-nto the greater
areas of the North-West Following on the
sympathetic utterances of Ministers who were
here recently, we ought to submit proposals to
the Commonwealth Government. I have not
much faith in those sympathetic utterances,
when I remember how the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment treated us in other ways, such as in
regard to the export of our gold when we
asked for consideration in that respect. We
might put up a definite proposition to them
and see whether they are prepared to come
to our assistance.

Mr. Angelo: Put the acid test upon them.
Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes.
The Premier: We are preparing plans now

to submit to them, in order that they maly
help us.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the Premier
will not be too modest in his claims.

The Premier: I have not much hope.
Hon. P. COLLIER: We should ask for

substantial assistance. We are entitled to
substantial financial assistance to enable us
to carry out what is, after all, a national
work, not a Western Australian work. It is
an obligation east upon the Commonwealth
of Australia to do this. We are entitled to
assistance at their hands.

Mr. Durack: The Commonwealth Govern-
ment would be justified in giving us cheap
money for the purpose.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Anl Australia has con-
tributed enormous sums to keep alive and
develop the sugar industry of Queensland.
The taxpayers of the Commounwealth have
done this. We have felt that this was neces-
sary in the interests not alone of Queens-
land hit of Australia, that it was a national
undertaking. We have done this in order
to keep our white population in the northern
portion of Queensland, called the tropical
areas. We were justified in doing this be-
cause it was a national work; similarly the
taxpayers of Australia will be justified in
assisting in the development of Western Ans-
tralia.

The Premier: What about the Miurray
water scheme?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Something like three
million pounds is being spent on the Murray
irrigation scheme, and half of this was con-
tributed by the Commonwealth Government.
As taxpayers we are paying our portion of
that half. A big irrigation scheme like that

is an Australian undertaking, although it more
particularly benefits the people of Victoria,
New South Wales, and South Australia, who
are in the immediate vicinity One of the
largest reservoirs in Australia must be near-
ing completion on the Uipper Murray, above
Aihury. This will conserve water for the
irrigation of those parts of Victoria, New
South Wales and South Australia immediately
affected. The Commonwealth has contributed
about one-half of this money, and we are
paying our share towards it. What have we
had from the Commonwealth to assist in
opening up our own resourcest

The 'Minister for Agriculture: A new post
office.

Hon. P. COLLI7ER: That is merely a pile
of bricks costing a lot of money. It will not
add £1 in value to thre State. It will not pro-
duce a ton of flour or a ton of potatoes, or
increase our export trade or add any wealth
to Western Australia.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It opens up a new
area.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It provides unlimited
accommodation for their taxation officials and
others. The Commonwealth Taxation De-
partment gauge their requirements from the
staff point of view solely by the space that
is available for new hands. If an application
for appointment to the Taxation flepartment
is made, the chief goes through the offices,
and if he can find a vacant corner in one
of them, where another chair can be placed,
he says to the applicant, ''All right, you can
start in the morning." If that policy is to
be continued now that the Commonwealth
have at their disposal the luxurious and spac-
ious floors of the new post office, the depart-
ment will soon be loaded up with an enor-
mous staff. The building is not of much
benefit to us. We could have carried an for a
few more years even with the inconvenience
of the old post office.

,Mrs. Cowan: That is so.
Ron. P. COLLIER: People in other parts

of the State are prepared to submit to many
inconveniences while they are pioneering and
developing the country. We, too, could have
managed to carry on. My experience is that
those who are in the initial stages of develop-
iug an industry, whether it is a manufactur-
ing or primary one, are prepared to put up
with almost any inconvenience whilst doing
so. They are not concern 'ed about the build-
ing they occupy so long as they are putting
their money into something that will produce
wealth. I hope we shall be able to put for-
ward some' definite proposals to the Common-
wealth ,.overument, and induce them to under-
take a responsibility which rightly and pro-
perly belongs to them, the responsibility of
assisting in the development of those rich and
natural resources contained in a territory that
forms one-tenth of the whole of the Com-
mnwealth.

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) 19.531: The
member for Hoebourne (Mr. Teesdsle) has
performed a signal service to the North-West
by his vigorous speech to-night. It would
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be unbecoming on the part of any member ot
thb! Chamber, who has had an opportunity or
visiting the North, to remain silent whilst this
vote is under consideration. Western Aus-
tralia generally has a complaint against the
Easternt States in that we are far removed
frow the central Governmnat. Another source
of complaint is that Western Australia is but
sparsely represented in the Federal Parlia-
ment. Although this State represents a third
of the continent of Australia, in a house ot
75 members there are only five from this
State. In this Assembly of 50 members four
only represent the North. That may be one
reason why attention has not been given to
the North in the past such as would possibly
be given if each of those tour members raised
his voice on its hehalf as the member for
Roebourne did. The member for Roehourne
was not quite correct in statiag that I eriti-
cised adversely the State siteamers trading
on the North-West coast.

'Mr. Teesdatet In regard to cattle.
Mr. DAVIES: 1 wiade no reference to the

motor ship ''Kangaroo,'' for I know mioth-
lag about it, and have never travelled on it. I
stand by what I said concerning the ''Bant-
bra. " The opinion I tormed, after speading
five weeks on that steamer is thalt it is the
most unsuitable boat onl the coast for the
cattle trade.

The Premier: It is an excellent passenger
boat.

Mr. DAkVIES: Yes. On the trip in ques-
tion the ''Bambra" shipped 250 bullocks at
Derby for the metropolitan market. I saw
between six and eight hullocks thrown over-
hoard every day. I was informed by cattle-
mien unl board that by the time the boat
reached Fremnantle about 50 per tent. of the
cattle would be lost.

Hon. P. Collier: We lost only four on the
ship immediately after, ont the ''Kangaroo. "

M.%r. Teesdale: The loss could not have
been prevented even if the cattle had beeu
put ihito the saloon.

Mr. DAVIES: I do not say that the 50
per cent, loss occurred through mortality, but
it occurred also through the wastage owing to
the bullocks becoming mere skeletons while'
sweating through thle tropics. Consumers in
the metropolitan area will never have cheap
meat fromt the North-West while bullocks are
brought down under conditions such as these.
The accommodation on the "Bamrbra'' for
passengers, as well as the manning of the
ship, was all that could be desired, and she is
recarded hr the residents of the North-West
as the best boat on the coast

'Mr. Durnek: You do not say she is up to
date!

Mr. DAVI-ES: No. The "Bambra" is 20
or .31) years oll,. much too slow and very ex-
pen:~ve to ruin. I understand sbe costs £12
10s. anl hour to run. If she misses a tide,
it mxuans a delay of 12 hours until the next
tide comes in. On one occasion on this parti-
cular voyage she missed a tide by two hours,
netwith,4tandina that extra men wePre pat into
thw stokeholds to increase the steaming
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powver. This meant I? hours' delay. It also
put her out of hier schedule and caused great
expense to thle State. The member for Kim-
berley said that penople in the North were
temperamentally differenlt from people in tilt,
South. 1 agree with him. As I was only a
visitor to the -North, I do not wish to he so
pr-esumpltuous as to pretend I know all about
it. But visitors have canit' from overseas to
Australia, anld af ter spending five or six weeks
in this huge continent, they have returned to
their homes and, written their impressions of
Australia and their conclusions regarding it.
No one, whether he be roster Fraser or
anyone else, can, after two months so-
journ in Australia, conclude that he knows
all ahont it. fn the course of my five
weeks' trip in the North I travelled along
thle coast and came into eon tact with the
people of the North in a way that could not
he done if the trip had been made through
the hinterland. If one wants information
from the people of the -North, the only way
to get it is to take a trip along the coast.
fIn that way one can see practically 8,600 out
of the .5,004) white people who are engaged
in the North. Temperamentally we are dif-
ferent from the people !in the North. They
hlave for uis exactly the same contempt as w'e
have for themn and as we in Western Austra-
lia have for the people in the Eastern States.

The Premier: Dance with them and they
are charming.

Hon. W. C, Aagwin: You miust have come
across a different set of people. T thought
they were a jolly lot of fellows.

Mr. DAVIES: I did not say they were
not, bult the people of the North do hold us
in the South in the utmost contempt.

Hon. P. Collier: We heard that view ex-
Pressed only towards the ''Banubra'' pas-
sengers, not towards the whole of the South-
West. We were behind you coming back.

Mr-. DAVIES: Possibly they had had some
elxperience to go upon. It is first impressions
that last, 'lot later impressions. The North-
West people hare the idea that we care little
or nothing about then,.

Mr. Pickering: But that is Dot true.
Mr. DAVIES.- It is true to this extent,

that vei-y few members take the opportunity
of visiting the North.

MWr Pickering: Very few members have
the opportunity

Mr. DAVIES: Opportunities are now avail-
able. I *mas told that the "Kangaroo" went
through in midwinter with half a dozen mem-
bers. The people asked those members, "Why
didn't you come up in the heat of summer"T

Hon. P. Collier: But that was said in a
very good-natnred way.

Mr. DAVIES: I admit that. It may have
been said after dinner. OnL my return from
the North, in an interview published at the
time, I urged that at least the women in the
North should be given facilities to come
South for a holiday every two years, and
this not at a fare reduced by 20 per cent.,
but for victualling cost only. I agree with
the Leader of the Opposition that the boats.
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on the coast must keep to time-table. Tt
would be no expense to the State, but it
would be proftable to the State, if that wore
done.

Hon. P. Collier: If you get the women-folk
to stay in the North, you will get the men to
stay there.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes, if only we can get the
people up there. They will go to the North
if they are permitted to come South occasion-
ally for a spell. It is unfair to expect people
to remain in the North for years on end. The
people in the North are not all pastoralists.
In the ports of the North one can see lump-
e working on the wharves. Those men have

only intermittent employment. A boat comes
in once a month, and that is the only oppor-
tunity the lumpers have of working. The
rest of their time they have to put in scratch-
ing away at odd jobs. In the stores of the
northern towns one finds Asiatics serving out
goods to our men and our Women.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is not so in nll
the stores. I did not see amy Asiatics in the
stores at Wyndham.

Mr. DAVIES: Then the hon. member did
not go into too many stores at Wyndham.

Mr. Angelo: There are Asiatic-owned stores
in Barrack-street.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so, and unfortun-
ately they are well patronised by Europeans.
In one town of the North I met a woman who
had been there for 18 years.

Hon. P. Collier: She looked well, too.
Mr. DAVIES: Yes. She landed in that

town from England. She has no complaint
against the North, but to-day she is a willow
with three children, and is unable to take a
trip to the South simply bemause she cannot
afford it.

Mr. Angelo: We have one dear old gentle-
man who has never yet seen a railway.

Hon. P. Collier: "Dad" Foss has not been
out of Carnarvon for 42 years.

Mr. DAVIES: What ought to he done is
to appoint a Royal Commission to get the
diew-points of the people in the North.

The Minister for Agriculture: Give us this
day our daily commnission.

Mr. DAVIES: What other means can the
Minister for Agriculture suggest?

Mr. Angelo: The members for the North-
West are here.

Mr. DAVIES: It is true we have the
North-West members in this House. But has
any member of this Chamber railed more
bitterly against the Federal authorities than
the member for Cascoyne (Mr. Angelo)? And
yet we have our members in the Federal Par-
liament. The member for Carnarvon ob-
tained the appointment of a joint select earn-
nmitten for the purpose of securing fair treat-
ment from the Commonwealth.

Mr. Angelo: This State wants better finas-
cial conditions from the Commonwealth. Be-
sides, the North is part of this State. We
in Western Australia are complaining about
other States.

Mr. DAVIES: There is no difference be-
tween the States of the Commonwealth. As-
tralia is one land and contains one people who
speak one languarge. There is no more differ-
ence betw' en Perth and Melbourne than there
is between the North and the South of Western
Australia. We charge Melbourne with being
unsympathetic towards us. Wyndham is so
far from us, and we are so far from Wynd-
ham, that Wyndham charges us with want
of sympathy. The position between Perth
and the North-West is on all-fowrs with the
position between Western Australia and the
rest of the Commonwealth. I never went into
a North-Western port without interviewing
the residents. I saw the doctors. I visited
the hospitals and schools. I went to the
representative men of the town, and I went
to the Jumpers on the Wvharf, and discussed
matters with all of them. My observation
leads me to say that there is only one way
of gdtting at the requirements of the people
of the North.

Mr. Angels: Why should not the North-
Western members of Parliament do that?

Hon. P. Collier: If they were active mem-
bers, it would be all right.

Mr. Angelo: Southern members run up to
the goldfields for a week, hut they do not go
to the North.

Mr. DAVIES: I went to the North for
six weeks, and I hope to repeat the perform-
ance next year. I hope other members 'will
then visit the North also.

Mr. Angelo: How many of our Ministers
have visited the North?

Mr. DAVIES: When a southern member
rises in the House to speak for the North,
north-western members should listen to what
he has to say. The speech made to-night by
the m~ember for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale)
will do more for the North-West than any
speech made here for five years. I hope the
hon. member's utterance will be given full
publicity in the Press, so that the attention
of the general public may be drawn to the
fact that this State has a North-West, and,
what is more, an empty North-West which
(-ongtitutes a serious menace to this continent.
Reference has been made to cotton growing
in the North. I take a special interest in the
cotton growing at Derby, because of the fact
that the three or four families who have
been allowed to remain there are es-residents
of the Guildford electorate. They told me
themselves that the experiment at Derby had
had no chawnte whatever, in view of the cir-
cumnstainces.

The Minister for Aricaulture: NTobody
claims that it had.

Mr. DAVIES: That is an excellent adnis-
Rion. But why was the experimental plot
abandoned? That is the strange thing. Why
was it permitted to go forth throughout the
length and breadth not only of Australia hut
als of Britain that this experiment had
proved a failare? That report will he quoted
against Western Australia in the Lancashire
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and Yorkshire papers, and throughout the
Press of the English Mlidlands.

The Minister for Agriculture; Nonsense!
MNr. DAVIES: For the sake of the reputa-

tion of our State I hope it is nonsense. But
certainly the report will do enormous harmn
to Western Australia.

Mr. Pickering: Do you blame the Govern-
ment in this respect?

Mr. DAVIES: Whom else am I to blame?
'Mr. Pickering: Who gave publicity to the

report?
Mr. DAVIES: The Government accepted

the report of the expert, Colonel Evans, and
acted upon it.

'Mr. Durack: Cotton growing is being car-
ried on in the North.

Mr. DAVIES: But not in that place,
though not far from it.

Mr. Teesdale: That fact, however, was not
cabled Home. That is the unfortunate part
of it.

Mr. DAVIES: Yes. Let me give North-
Western members uty assurance that on every
occasion when they wvant supt.ort in this
House for ny legitimate improvement or
benefit to the 'North, they will find me not
unsympathetic. When I was visiting the
North, doors wore wider open to me, as a
member of Parliament, than perhaps they
would have been to a private pas'enger.
From the time I started for the North until
I returned to the South, the complaint was
that the people of the South do not under-
stand conditions in the North. The only way
w-s can obtain an understanding of those con-
ditions is to get the view-points of the people
in the North. Then it will be for us to act
upon those vie*-points.

Mr. MARSHALL: I1 move-

That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.16): In
view of the defeat of the motion, it would
appear that this vote is to be rushed through.
in supporting the views expressed by mem-
bers representing the North-West, while one
need not argue that from a national point
of view, it is the Federal Government's duty
to accept their portion of the responsibility
for the development of the North, it must
also be conceded that the State Government
have not displayed any great energy in con-
nection wvith experimental work to prove the
value of the North-West. For a long time
past, the 'Meckathairra Road Board has been
doing its utmost to secure a subsidy front
the Government towards the construction of
a road to join up the railhead at Meeka-
thai ra with the NXorth-West.

The Premier: A very good road too.
Mr. MARSHALL: Under existing condi-

tions it can ha! a. very bad road. This move-
ineat was started in 'Mr. Colebatch 's time and
still no finality has been reached. The pro-
posed. road runs through auriferous and pas-
toral country and, if constructed, will shorten
the distance between the two points I have

mentioned by 40 miles. The opening up of
this route would facilitate the overlanding
of stock, besides providing the shortest route
from the North-West to the railhead. To
date no result has been secu'red. I consider
fronm a national point of view that the rail-
way line should be extended from Meeka-
tharna right through the North-West. In
other parts of the world, the anthorities do
not wait until a few settlers go out and prove
the value of the hinterland, but they ascer-
tamn for themselves the value of the country
and its possibilities regarding production.
We cannot hope to develop such a large ter-
ritory without incurring heavy financial re-
sponsibilities. Vast sums have _been spent
annually in developing the South-West.

M.%r. Pickering: What about the running
costs of such a railway?

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not advise
the hon. member to raise that point, because
we know where our losses, due to cheap rail-
way freights, have been incurred in the
South. We were told that the last
war was n-aged to end war. While
that was the slogan during hostilities, we
n10w kniow that it was so much hot air, for all
nations are to-day preparing for war. Be-
cause of this fact, the Federal Government
should be prepared to construct the railway
I suggest. If Western Australia, is to suffer
from invasion or aggression on the part of
any hostile nation, it will .not be in the South-
West, bet in the North.

Mr, Pickering: What gauge would you re-
commend?

Mr. MARSHALL: If I were to gauge it
by the hon. umember's ability, it would be
very narrow indeed. From a defence point
of view the Federal Government cannot evade
their responsibilities to put that railway
through.

'Mr. Pickering: We want a uniform gauge
throughout Australia.

'Mr. MARSHALL: The North-West should
be linked up with the general railway system
of the Commonwealth. The Federal Govern-
mieat are loth to take up the matter. Per-
imps that is due to the fact that the Federal
Government is so far remnoved from Western
Australia that Federal Ministers are out of
sympathy with us, while States closer to the
seat of the Federal Government secure more
consideration. That is due to influences
brought to bear by commercial interests out-
s4ide the Federal Government. Very f ew
memberi an this Chamber have any concep-
tion of the value of the North-West. The
Governnwnt have not made aILY serious effort
to ascertain the netuai wealth of the North-
West.

Mr, Pli-kering: Would you favour a Royal
Conmmission?

The Premier: Let us discuss that at Meek-
atharra!

'Mr. MARSHTALL: I do not %%ish to have
a -onfidential chat with the Premier, beemise
he knows too inuch for me. We should hbave
iniorniation. to show the wealth to bte ob-
tained in the North-West.

The Premier: No one knows that.
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Mr. hIAXRSItAILL: There are a few who
have a good tiles. Apart fromn the very poor
.attempt to grow cotton, thle possibilities of
the North-West have hardly been tapped, as
ti regult of Governmeont efforts.

The 11remier: I can showv you four tons of
coitton.

Mr. '4AISIJALL: -Members who do not
know niuvth about the North are prone to
argue that tiucre is a water shortage in those
hartsi, nod s. gzest ti at, apart fromn the fringe
(of cot ntrv ::long the coastline, nothing much
c-an be ac-voin',isheil, loecause there is no water
to be ohitaintild inland, Have the Covernment
narIo ajiW inopurie-o regarding the possibility
of wntvr rouser. ation in the N1orth-West?

TI-c Premier: Of course we have.
Mr. 31AIISHALL-: I have not seen any

inication of that effort on the part of the
(Government. Therv ire imin:ense possibilities
ahead of water conservation and irrigation
in thoi:e areas. Will the Premier shape sonmc
policy regarding experiments to be carried
o #~ so as to ascertain the value of the 'North-
WestT

[21 r. Munsie took Mhe Chair.]

The Premier: If you can irrigate, there is
no necessity to conduct experiments, because
yo'i k(now what will happen.

'\r. M.\AlHALL: The work should be
started in order to prove what can be done.
If we can show results, we will not lack the
necessary population and capital to develop
the North. One of the difficulties. will be to
find a proper type of migrant to develop the
North. At present there is a great tendency
on the part of migrants to gravitate to the
city. People of that type would not make
suitable settlers in the 'North.

Mr. 'Manln: That is only a percentagve of
them.

Mr. -MARSHALL: Those people would
never do for the North-West. Present-day
social tendencies have beeni in the direction
Of weaning the rising generation from any
desire for the life of a pioneer.

Mr. Pickering: You have hit the truth
there.

lidr. MARSIIALL: I cannot help what
society has done, but the Government should
decide upon a, policy that may overcome this
difficulty and help us to get suitable people.

The Premier: We know where we can get
suitable people.

Mr. MARSHALL: Thea I hope the people
will come here.

Mr. Mann: Fronm the 'Mediterraneanf
Mr. MARPSHALL: We may get them from

there. The provision of water is one of the
problems of the North-West. By means of
dammning the rivers and by general con-
servation in the wet month;, irrigation up
there is by no means impossible. Then -we
have the artesian waters to draw upon.
Right through Pilbara and Murchison the
water supplies arc all gained from bores or
-wells, notwithstanding which the pastoral
wealth produced is enormous. The member
for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) was on sound
ground when he declared that people quickly

Lilt-l (if tle sitlittuic Of life in the North-
West!

Trhe Premier: Noinsense !I have seen the
third generation living up there.

Mr. MfARSHALL: A great ilea] of that
solitude is duoi to the, fact that as the result
of the %a-t lastoral leases the people have
to live go far apart. It wouldl have been
sounId4er leiy if originally thos;e areas had
been oon-whlat restri4,ted. T do not say
they, shnull lie brought down to starvation
pijt, buit 4-irtainly the existing leases are
altogether too great. Even the leaseholders
admnit that they have more thau a fair share
of the errili. It is beeau'e of that the life
there is so lonlyi.

Mr. 'Mann: A~re they-, as a general rub-,
im proving their holdinigs?

Mr. MARSHIALL: Oh yes, I think so.
Th ey hove to go on improving, Or get out.

Mr. Pickering: Hobson's choice.
Mr. Mfann: The mnotor service has assisted

to relieve the solitude.
Mr. MNARSHALL: Yes, it has been of

very great benefit.
The Prenmier: And the pastoralists are all

married now.
Mr. MARSHALL: That is another point.

There are wealthy squatters, but also some
aire very poor. At certain seasons of the
year we provide cheap excursion fares for
people along the railways down here. Simi-
larly the Government ought to provide ex-
cursion fares on the coast for the people
up North, even though some small loss were
enltailed. Women and children in the remote
N'orth-West have not the facilities enjoyed
in other parts of the State. For instance,
educational facilities are by no means
readily available. The Government should
show consideration for these people by
affording them a chance to get down southl
once a year. It is very necessary for their
health.

Mr. flurack: That is not much of a com-
pliment to the North-West.

Mr. MARSHALL: As the boa, member
knows, the heat is intense and is greatly
aggravated by pests. In the North- West the
flies alone are just as bad as the heat. We
have all heard the old gag about stIn, sand,
sorrow, and sore eyes.

Mr. flureek: That does not apply to the
North-West.

M,%r. MARSHALL: At all events, we have
come to appreciate the value of the North-
West, and We Should enIcourage those up
there by giving them facilities to come
south.

Mr. Durack: 'We want facilities to enable
them to get up there, not to come down
here.

Mfr. MARSHALL : If they could comec
down peribdically they would serve to ad-
vertise the North-West. The theory that a
white man cannot live in the 'North-West.
is mere tarradiddle. We have fine men and
women up there.

The Premier: I sow the third generation
living there; splendid young people, too.
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Mr. 'MARSHALL: well, what an advert-
isement for the North-West if they could be
.seen down here! Unfortunately we see but
one section of the N2 orth-West community
down here. Probably they advertise the
North-West amongst their own circle, but
they never come into contact with people
suitnbla for the rough pioneering life, up
there. It is of no use seeding up NXorth men
of the type mentioned hy the member for
Enebourne (MNr. Teesdale), muttn who would
-want a -minon passage dowvn south after
makin- dlisuial failures do'iag nothing up
N\orth. I do not need to be convinced about
the possibilit 'y of growi cotton and
tobaeco in the 'North-West, and I have very
little doubt about the postibilitiev of tea
and sugar, though I do not know whether
the Government have ever made experi-
menits in that direction. The member for
Pochoerne asked n-hy it was, when we
reached a certain stage in our experiments,
that they crumbled up. We have no need to
look far for an explanation. There are
people reaping huge profits out of these
things, They arc both growing and selling
tobacco. A great deal of influence, there-
fore, is brought to bear against the prodac-
tion of either cotton or tobacco in this State.
'We have had the experience of the woollen
nills. A great deal of pressure was orought
to bear to prevent that undertaking from
going forward. Western Australia was will-
ing enougb, but the influence in the Eastern
States was constantly used against the in-
dustry. We found the same thing when the
Government started the State Implement
Works. One importer who was giving evil-
dence before tbe'select committee said there
was no hope for any individual or company
who started implement works, and that the
only hope lay in the State starting them.

Mn. Hughes called attention to the state
of the Committee.

'Bells rung and a quorum formed.

'Mr. MARSHALL : I have solved the
trouble connected with the North-West. It
is due to the lack of interest displayed by
those representing the primary producers,
and the handful of people in the North-
West. The cross-benches have throughout
this sitting been empfty. No doubt the
North-West seats next year will be con-
tested by primary producer representatives.
Water conservation and irrigation in the
North are of great importance and should
be taken up by the Government at once.
By this means only can we hope to get
closer settlement for tropical agrieul-
tiire. We should endeavour to prevail upon
the Federal Government from a national and
defence point of view to build raiilwa~ys in
the *North-West and encourage people
to go there, but the State must
first plirv its part in conducting experiments
and tes.tingT the possibilities of that part oif the
State. The State has9 not done its duty in this
respect: it has failed dismally. The money
spent in the South-West would have de-

veloped tine whole of the North-West, and the
S5outh-WVest would in all piobahililt have oit-
velci-ed itself without that expenditure. Til-
Mo;nth-West has for ninny years had railwa;-,i
ma ining through it for the benefit of tho~e
wrho mnight want to settle there. The climate is
tbetter than that of the North, and the people
are nearer the seat of govern eat and receive
moret attvntioft. It -would have been wiser and
iure economical if the Government had
started out first to develop the North-West,
and come south gradually. The member for
Roebineo referred to a glaring instance of
poaching along our coast. This points to the
urgent need of the State Glovernment takin-g
uipon theinselx-es the responsibility of develop-
ing the North-West, or handing it over to a
hind':r such as that suggested hr the member
for Kimiberley.

.Mr. Mann: A road board?
Mir. _MARSHALL:. The road boards of

whvich I have bad experience have conducted
their local affairs more economically and ef-
fectively than the Government have conducted
State affairs. I heard the member for Gas-
coyne (Mr. Angelo> read the promises that
had been made by the Premier. I do not want
any promises; I want activity. Ever since I
came to this country, 22 years ago, I have
read in the Press and heard in public all sorts
of promises. They have been altogether too
nnuerous. We want the -North West de-
veloped, and developed immediately. It is the
duty of the State Government to carry on the
necessary experimental work, and to prevail
upon the Federal Giovernmuent to carry on the
national part of the work. These things
should he done without further delay and
without more promises.

'Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.52]: It is
hee~ming a practice in this Chamber to re-
flect upon the attendance of mevmbers of the
Country Party in their places. One mjem-
her addressing the House this evening stated
that lie regretted his own party did not take
as miuch interest in the vote tinder discussion
as did members of the Opposition. I took
the clpportunity to count, and I found there
"wcre 10 of t hat member's pa~rty in their
places, not including the Chairman of Com-
mittees. The greatest compliment that has
ever been paid to the North-West has been
paid ta-day. I arrived in this Chamber at 23
minutes to five o'clock, in the hope of partici-
pating in the discussion on one of the most
imnportant votes Parliament has to consider-
the Education Vote. I found that in seven
minutes the House bad got through prayers,
notices of motion, questions, and the large
votes for Education and -Justice. Yet to-
night we ha 've given undivided attention to
the question of the 'North-West, which involves
the relatively paltry expenditure of £E24,915.

'Mr. Angelo: It should be £-500,000.
31r. PICKEIRING: M.%y contention is that

North -Western members should take heart of
grace at this Rouse giving such studied atten-
tion to a matter involving on the Estimates
merely the paltry sum of £24,915. I venture
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to say that the speeches made to-day by North-
Western members will go far towards convine-
lag the people of this State of the importance
of that vast territory. Those speeches have
shown us that there are very many avenues
in the North-West which admit of being ex-
ploited with ladvantage to the Whole COM-
munity. Like the member for Guildford (',\r.
Davies), I1 desire to assure North-Western
members that, coming as I do from the remote
Mouth-West, any support I can give whilst
representing that electorate will be most
heartily given for the advancement of the
North-West.

Item, Boads and Bridges throughiout the
Xorth-West, including subsidies to -roads
boards, c.; North-West roadsv genera 'ty,
C2,750:

Mr. DURAUK: I desire to call attention
to the meagreness of this item for a territory
of 650,000 square miles and with a coastline
of 1,400 miles. The Federal Government have
Inid down iii this connection the principle
that area should be taken into consideration
as well as population. I hope the Govern-
ment, when considering this matter nest year,
will deal with it more on that principle. In
that case the North-West would get a very
nice sum for its roads. Roads are one of the
principal factors in opening up the North.
That fact was stressed by the action of the
Federal Government in sending a. special
tractor and road-making machine to Port
Darwin. The share of the North-West from
the Federal grant towards -road construction
should work out at about £50,000. 1 hope
the State Government will see that the North-
West is fairly treated in that connection.

Itenm, Derby jetty, Z1,000:
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: This item ineu-

trates a procedure that is hardly fair to the
North-West. On turning to the Colonia Sec-
retary's Estimates, hon members will see
that there is a revenue of £29,000 from tram-
ways and jetties of the North-West. The
cost of keeping up the tramways and rolling
stock is charged to the North-West vote,
while the revenue received from that expen-
diture is credited to the Colonial Secretary's
'Department. Surely if .the North-West is to
be treated as a separate entity it is essential
that the revenues earned by North-West pub-
lic utilites should be kept separate.

The Premier; I agree with that.
'Mr. ANGELO:- In supportinft the conten-

tion of the -member for North-East Fremeantle,
let me remind the Committee that in reply
to a question I recently asked, the Colonial
Secretary stated that the Carnarvon tram-
ways made a profit of £E900 the year before~
last and a profit of £1,000 last year. I en. -
tirely agree that the expenditure should not
be charged to this vote while the correspond-
ing revenue is appropriated by the Colonial
Secretary 's Department. One of my reasons
for asking a question on the subject was to
show that the so-called facilities of the North-
West are really profit-making concerns.

Vote Put and passed.
Vote--Aborigises (North-West), £7,548:

Mr. PICKERING: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.
Vote put and passed.

[This concluded the Estimates for the Do-
Pertinent of the North-West,]

ADJOURNMENT--SPECIAL.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northam) [11.1]: 1 move--
That the House at its rising adjourn UUf

Tuesday, the 80th October.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I would like to "Al

the Premier's attention to the fact that
several annual reports have not yet been pre-
sented to the Hlouse. These include reports
from the Auditor General and from the Com-
missioner of Taxation, and also the Public
Accounts, I hope the Premier rWill endeavour
to have them made available by the time we
meet again.

The PREMIER: I do not know that I1
can promise they will be presented by then.

Hon. P. Collier: It is time we had them.
The PREMWIER: I will certainly ask for

the reports.
Question put and passed.

House'adjourned at 11.3 p.m.

tegisiatIt tounctL.
Tuesday, 390th October, 1928.

flepnty Presldent-Appolotment........
Oondolence: The late Lady Wjttenoeon ..
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DEPUTY PRESrDENT, APPOINT-MENT.
The Cle~rk annomnced that, in the ahbsne

of the President through family bereavement,
it would bie necessary to appoint a deputy
president.

The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move-

That the Hon. J. W7. Kiroa take the
Chair as Deputy President during the ab,-
sence of the President.

Question put and passed.
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